ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD

IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL

TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7.00pm

MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chair (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Ruth McCalman (RM), Eliza Higginbottom (EH), Rosie Pearson (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

It was noted that the planning number for Kitesbridge Farm should have been 26/00608/FUL not 00606. This was corrected and the minutes of the Council meeting of 12 May 2026 were approved and signed. The minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of 12 May 2026 were also approved and signed. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Nicholas Field Johnson OCC

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

EW declared an interest in the Farmer’s Dog.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Water Close. 

The weather over the summer has resulted in little activity. Given that Steve Tomlin is leaving the area, a new person will need to be found to carry out the various tasks that Steve carried out. Ideas for a replacement were sought.

b) Flooding in Fordwells and Asthall: 

· Drains and grips were cleared in June but not on Ninety-Cut Hill or the retention pond in Fordwells. OCC will be contacted about these. Action RG
· Ownership of the ditches. These are the landowners responsibility. In Fordwells it was not felt appropriate to contact the family since the bereaved spouse is now in a care home.

· Lowbarrow. It was hoped that the owners might agree to holding more water back in the field adjacent to Fordwells with the use of additional bunds. 
c) Farmer’s Dog: 

· Redundant signage. Very difficult to get OCC to collect them. RP suggested contacting Liz Leffman. Action LH
· The planning applications. Councillors were unsure of what exactly the variation was and clarification to be sought from Kelly Murray. Action RG
The wording for the interpretation board was not given. Annie at The Farmer’s Dog to be contacted. Action LH 

· Lights and music. A meeting was held with RP, LH and the manager Annie. After RP sent a photo of the lighting, the main problem light was switched off and has not been noticed since. The festoon lighting stays on until midnight for the security of staff who stay on to clear up. A check needs to be made that it is switched off after staff leave.
· Traffic. Swinbrook, in particular, is suffering from excess traffic. Signs were put up for the Bank Holiday at the Shipton crossroads, asking drivers not to follow satnav. This appears to have been effective and should become permanent. Width restriction signage was also thought to be a good idea.  

d) Pollution of the Windrush. On going support for WASP and associated activities 

e) Internet banking. Ongoing 

f) Buttermilk Lane. WODC reported that the storm drain was partially blocked but had not identified where. Kevin Jack to be contacted for update. Action RG
It was reported that other properties in Buttermilk Lane, in Leafield Parish, had been flooded and it was suggested that Leafield PC should be contacted for a cooperative way forward. Action RG
g) Speed limit through Fordwells. 20mph speed limit was approved by OCC and post sites have been marked on the road. We await an update for when they will be installed.

h) Asthall allotments: We have one allotment coming up for rent. Councillors knew of a lady moving into Asthall who might be interested.

i) Memorial Bench. Plaque needs fixing to the bench.

j) New Councillor:

· Eliza Higginbottom was formally coopted to the council and completed the acceptance of office form and Register of Interests

k) Parish Meeting. The lighting from JSP and Thames Water was raised by residents of Worsham at the Parish Meeting. Now it is darker in the evenings RM to take photographs to identify the problems. Action RM
l) Hawthorne tree on Asthall Green. One dead tree has been removed, thanks to RP, and one other is not in a good state. RP volunteered to take notes around the village seeking residents views which should be passed directly to the clerk by email. The note to be worded. Action LH

m) Litter picking. Need vegetation to die back, therefore dates to be decided later. RM reminded councillors that she has the litter pickers.

n) Security lighting. It was felt that the lighting in question should be angled down if possible.

o) HART. A list of tasks has been passed on to Chris Grain. Any new tasks should be passed to RG. Action All
p) Overnight parking. Darryn Moulding was contacted and there is no law to prevent this. Parking on the Avenue can be a problem since the area was created to provide additional resident parking where homes do not have any eg Walker’s Close but this is being used up by camper vans. Civil powers in the form of a Public Space Protection Order or Traffic Regulation Order could be used. It was agreed to explore this with OCC/WODC. Action RG
q) Dog walkers. Police advice was that if anyone is attacked by a dog they should contact the police immediately to allow action to be taken. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none

6. PLANNING MATTERS
26/00608/FUL Kitesbridge Farm, Asthall OX18 4HL. Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of stables. Approved

26/00638/LBC Asthall Manor, Asthall OX18 4HW. Internal alterations to include installation of internal wall insulation to improve thermal performance. Approved
26/00914/FUL Kitesbridge Farm, Asthall OX18 4HL. Formation of an all weather riding arena. Refuse

26/00883/S73 Farmer’s Dog. Discharge of conditions 3 (Transport Management Method Statement), 6 (surface water drainage scheme), 8 (landscaping drawings and Biodiversity Management Plan) and 9 (external lighting) of planning permission 24/03090 (retrospective). Under consideration

25/02261/FUL Farmer’s Dog. Variation of conditions 4,5, and 10 of this planning permission pursuant to Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to amend the wording of conditions relating to splays, directional signage and provision of interpretation board. Under consideration

26/01276/HHD The Coach House, Asthal OX184HW. Alterations and extensions to the Grade II listed Coach House and Stables, including internal and external alterations and a modest extension to the former stables and a lightweight open-sided link structure. Approved

26/01321/HHD Sunnyside, Field Assarts OX29 9NQ. Erection of a detached shed for storage of plant and garden machinery. (Retrospective) Approved

26/02006/TCA Three Horseshoes, Asthall. OX18 4HW. T1-Willow -Crown lift to 4m, reduce over extended side branches only by 2m to improve shape and form. Under consideration.
7. HIGHWAYS

Nothing to report.

8. LOCAL MATTERS. 

a) Local charities:

Asthall Swinbrook & Widford Relief in Need

Swinbrook &Widford Educational Charity

· Edward Walker was unanimously elected the Parish representative on Asthall Swinbrook & Widford Relief in Need

· Nominations for suitable beneficiaries to both charities were sought. It was hoped that both would be advertised in the Chronicle and The Bridge. The latter having greater coverage might produce suitable applicants

· The minutes and accounts for Swinbrook and Asthall Village Hall were noted

b) Burford Tree Initiative. It was reported that details had been circulated to both ALMH and he churches. ALMH did not wish to be involved but Swinbrook Church have taken up the offer. 

c) Local Government Reorganisation. See WODC report

d) Local Plan consultation, See WODC report

e) Dark Skies (JSP & Thames Water). See 4K)

f) Talks at Asthall Church. This was discussed at length. A history of the area event was discussed, particularly the Roman connections. It was also suggested that an event which was accessible for children would be good both in content and timing. Action LH
9. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)

Nothing.

10. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
As of yesterday (7 September) Local Government Reorganisation has been paused. We are not sure of the details yet, but it’s been confirmed there will be District council elections next year (not in this area). So it looks possible that WODC and the other districts and the county MAY continue beyond 2028. LGR has been badly thought out from the beginning, but we finally had a plan and some clarity and were looking forward to some benefits. Now, there is a lot of concern about the time and money spent on this ill-conceived project.  The LGA has made a very good statement on this, including “Particularly at a time when local services remain under real pressure, this is no way to treat local government.”
The Local Plan Reg 19 draft is now open for consultation, until 9 October 

The Plan covers an 18-year plan period from 1st  April 2025 to 31st March 2043.

Regulation 19 focuses on the full draft Plan and comments are only being invited on whether it is legally compliant and ‘sound’, meaning whether it has been positively prepared, is justified by evidence, is effective and is consistent with national planning policy.  Comments made on this plan will go forward to the inspector as comments, rather than being incorporated into the Plan. 
Broadly, there are two aspects of the Local Plan – where the houses are going, and how many of them, mainly through large allocations, and the policies that will determine what kind of houses can be built as well as rules that would govern much smaller development, including extensions. 

On the first point, many of us agree that the numbers are neither achievable nor appropriate, but this is the fault of the Government’s standard method, which is an algorithm based on current housing numbers and affordability, rather than a real assessment of need. 

 A phased approach has been adopted, which gives a requirement of 650 dwellings per year from 2025-2031, 1600 per year from 2031-2037, and 802 per year from 2037-2043. 

As a reality check, West Oxfordshire has not achieved even the lowest of these numbers in any years except, oddly, 2019-2021. The good news is that the Plan can be reviewed in as little as 3 years and, if economic circumstances and projections of growth have changed, the numbers could be revised downwards. 

The Carterton Area Strategy begins on page 21. Carterton is one of the “Strategic Locations for Growth” but there is an expectation that:
Because of existing infrastructure deficiencies and the need for comprehensive masterplanning the locations are expected to come forward primarily from Year 6 of the plan period onwards although this doesn’t preclude earlier delivery where possible. (8.1.72) 
There is also a hefty evidence base to look through, including the long-awaited (and costed) Infrastructure Delivery Plan. Since January this year, WODC is able to charge Community Infrastructure Levy on some development. More on that below. 
Policies: Both the Local Plan working group and the Overview and Scrutiny committee have thoroughly scrutinized this Local Plan, and various suggestions from both groups have improved it. 

With what remaining time there is, I am focusing on the impact of the Carterton Area Regeneration plans on the Cotswolds National Landscape, since some of the allocated sites will come very close. 

I’m quite pleased that DM8, into which I’ve had some input, now includes the provision that 
Development proposals are expected to protect and maintain natural systems that support local food growing and sustainable land management. The policy also supports the establishment and growth of local food networks, market gardens

and small-scale food enterprises that improve access to locally produced food and strengthen local supply chains.
Also the Carterton Area strategy mentions sustainable food production and distribution 

How to engage: 
The website is good, and in my opinion easier to navigate than previous consultations. The virtual  exhibition includes a 10 slide summary which is a good way of approaching the Plan. You can also look at the evidence base, including a 158-page Infrastructure Delivery Plan, with costings! 

I attended the in-person consultation in Witney on 1st September; I will not be able to attend the Carterton event, which is in the town hall from 4.30-7.30pm tomorrow, 9 September. There is also an event in Chipping Norton Town Hall on Thursday 10 September, from 4-7pm.
Like other councils, WODC is having to implement the government’s 
Scheme of Delegation, which will mean far fewer planning applications coming to committee. (Currently 95% - a webinar on this is planned for October for town and parish councils) 

Parish councils disagreeing with officer recommendation will no longer automatically trigger referral to committee. 

There is no enthusiasm for this scheme, amongst either officers or councillors, and it is seen as a weakening of local democracy. It will take effect from October 31st. 
Councillors will be looking for ways of mitigating this democratic deficit. At a workshop yesterday (7th September) I suggested better comms from planning officers, so that parish councils, no longer able to address a committee, are at least given a reason if their objections are not met. We are also concerned that planning officers will become vulnerable to attack over unpopular decisions. 
A good article explaining (and robustly criticizing) the new rules is here: 
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/national-scheme-of-delegation-a-threat-to-local-democracy/]
S106/CIL briefing 

s106 is the only way of delivering affordable housing 

CIL more flexible and can be used strategically rather than having to prove it is mitigating the impact of a particular development 
Chris Hargraves: “s106 still has a purpose in a CIL world, but there will be some rolling back”
Quarter One service performance report was presented to Overview & Scrutiny on 2nd September. A few highlights and lowlights: 

Processing times for Council Tax Support and housing benefit change of services have gone down. 

No  planning appeals have been allowed in this time. 

Only 6 affordable homes delivered against a target of 69 – this is partly to do with where the quarter falls – this should go up in next quarter. 

Long term empty properties – 610, decrease from 664 in previous quarter 

Flytips: 
178 fly-tips collected (down on last quarter, slightly up against last year) of which 11% resulted in enforcement action (defined as a warning letter, fixed penalty notice, simple caution or prosecution). A new regulatory support officer started in August, so we will hope to see those enforcement figures improving.  

Recycling: 57% of West Oxfordshire’s household waste is recycled, compared to a national average of 44.3%. 

Waterways Day – October 9th. I’ve attended one planning meeting for this but will be away on the day. 

Assets:Now is the time for parish councils to contact the assets team if they are interested in taking over any assets before the transition to the unitary. 

There doesn’t seem to be any WODC owned assets in either Asthall or Swinbrook parish, but I’m putting this in anyway! And you can check the map here. 

11. FINANCE

a) The Annual Return of Accounts 2025-2026. 

a) The Internal Audit report was reviewed and the changes already in place noted

b) The Forecast and Budget to date for 2026-27 was reviewed and the bank reconciliation signed

c) The Clerk’s Salary Scales for 2026/27 was approved

d) Councillors were asked to consider any additional spending for 2027-28 in anticipation of setting the precept. It was pointed out that much of the budget was concerned with maintenance of assets eg defibrillators, noticeboards etc which were not always used but had to be allowed for. We currently are running with a potential deficit and a significant part of the reserves is grant money donated for the upkeep of Water Close. It would be prudent to increase the precept by more than previously thought.

12. THAMES VALLEY POLICE

Nothing
13. RAF Brize Norton

Nothing

14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE

All circulated by email

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) A recently received invoice from WODC:

Parish election costs
£200

This was approved but surprise expressed as we had never been charged before.

b) Standing Orders: two changes were recommended:

· Approval of Annual Council Meeting minutes should be at the next Parish Council Meeting not the next Annual Council Meeting.

· Removal of the statement that Register of Interests is kept by the clerk

These were approved. 

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 24th November 2026 at 7.00pm
