 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 12 May 2026 AT 7.30pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Ruth McCalman (RM) and Rita Gunn Clerk.
1. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 23 February 2026 were approved and signed.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Nicholas Field Johnson OCC (NFJ)
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Water Close. 

· Volunteer days. The general request for monthly support in the Bridge has not been successful and it was agreed to fix a specific date and advertise that.
· Grant spending: It was agreed to ask Steve Tomlin to strim the paths to facilitate access. It was noted that there may be additional chippings available in Asthall Leigh. It was agreed to replace the Carols at Water Close with a summer event next year. It was later realised that this would clash with the ALMH Summer Event and it was therefore agreed to change it to the Annual Parish Meeting.
· Additional pond: It was agreed to approach Steve Tomlin to provide a quotation for the work.
· Bench from Burford Society. Ongoing
· H&S for Water Close & Accident Book. A notice has been prepared and an accident book has been acquired. 

b) Flooding in Fordwells and Asthall: Highways engagement
· Drains and grips: Lewis Purbrick from OCC came to discuss the Section 19 recommendations with LH, RG and Vaughan Lewis.
· Improving connectivity to the stream and assessing the impact of the two pipes at Lovegrove Farm.

· Local landowners. It was hoped that the owners of Low Barrow might allow the field opposite Norton terrace to be used as an extended flood area, possibly with additional bunds to protect against overspill. Owners details to be passed to Lewis Purbrick. Sadly, there is little financial incentive to get landowners on side but Cherwell and Evenlode catchments have had some success. Action LH, RG
· Grips: We have been informed that a rolling programme of road closures in Fordwells will be in place over four days in June to allow grip cutting.

· Ownership of the ditches. The ditch towards Asthall Leigh has been cleared. It was not felt appropriate at the moment to write to the owners of Lovegrove Farm because of their ill health.
c) Farmer’s Dog: 
· Redundant signage. Some is left for future, intermittent use eg mud on road but other temporary speed signs need to be removed. OCC will be contacted again. Action RG
· The planning applications: The car park has been approved until 2029 using the current metal plates to protect the surface. An interpretation board about Asthall Barrow has also been required by WODC.
· Lights and music: The contact phone number for the manager has been acquired and he will be contacted about the lighting and music. Action RG
d) Pollution of the Windrush; WASP has written to request another debate about the nationalisation of Thames Water, citing the railways and British Steel as precedents.
e) Internet banking: Ongoing
f) Buttermilk Lane. The new road signs are now in place. Kevin Jack from WODC reported that the storm drain had been inspected by camera which showed a 50% blockage but did not know exactly where the blockage occurred and would get back to us. Action RG
g) Request for speed limit through Fordwells. This has gone to consultation.
h) Asthall allotments: All fine
i) Memorial Bench. In place but awaiting a plaque for Ken Betteridge which is on order. Action RG
j) Biodiversity duty.  On website
k) Emergency Plan. On website under resilience
l) New Councillor. Two people have been approached and are considering it.
m) .gov website. Up and running
n) Parish Meeting. There were attendees from Asthall Leigh, Fordwells and Worsham. Concern was expressed about JSP employees speeding through Worsham. There was also concern about lighting from JSP and Thames Water. WODC will be approached about ‘Dark Skies’ policy. Action LH
o) Hawthorne tree on Asthal Green. The trees are mentioned in the appraisal for Conservation status. It was agreed to apply to WODC for permission to remove the dead tree. Given that the other two original trees are not healthy it was agreed to seek Rosie Pearson’s help to gain thoughts from residents via the Whatsapp group. The newer tree was planted centrally as it was noted that the original three trees were not healthy and would eventually need removing. It was suggested that, to deter parking, shrubs could be planted at the corners with the central hawthorne. Action LH
p) Litter picking. Asthall Leigh and Worsham have been completed.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A resident complained about the security lighting around a neighbouring house which shone directly into her bedroom window, waking her in the night. Other neighbours had similar problems. It was agreed that an informal conversation about angle and strength of the lights should be had before escalating to a more formal approach. It was recommended that all should keep a log of dates and times and the impact of the lights since this would be required by environmental health should it progress so far. Action RG
6. PLANNING MATTERS
25/02261/FUL. Land (E)429047 (N) Asthall. Temporary change of use of land to provide car parking for adjacent restaurant (Retrospective). Approved
24/03090/FUL Farmer’s Dog, Asthall. OX18 4HJ. Retention of works to formalise staff carpark and additional customer parking. Approved
26/00606/FUL Kitesbridge Farm, Asthall OX18 4HL. Demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of stables. Under consideration
26/00638/LBC Asthall Manor, Asthall OX18 4HW. Internal alterations to include installation of internal wall insulation to improve thermal performance. Under consideration
26/00914/FUL Kitesbridge Farm, Asthall OX18 4HL. Formation of an all weather riding arena. Under consideration
26/00883/S73 Discharge of conditions 3 (Transport Management Method Statement), 6 (surface water drainage scheme), 8 (landscaping drawings and Biodiversity Management Plan) and 9 (external lighting) of planning permission 24/03090 (retrospective). Under consideration
7. HIGHWAYS
Chris Grain from Highways Engagement came to Fordwells to talk with LH and RG.

· He looked at two drains, one blocked and one too high, which had been reported before and will pursue with the appropriate group.

· The pothole backlog, exacerbated by wet weather early in the year, was discussed and the problem of reported potholes being filled but an adjacent one being left. To speed up response potholes are being ‘triaged’ by office staff and reported to contractors who fill only the reported ones. OCC are working on a find and fix scheme to ensure that unreported adjacent holes are also filled.
· They now have 4 Dragon patchers and he will recommend that the Fordwells to Ashall Leigh Road be scheduled. We asked to be notified in advance to ensure that all parked cars can be moved. They will not patch near parked cars because of the risk of tar spray.

· He was proposing to drive around the parish to check the road surfaces and we specifically requested that Ninety Cut Hill be looked at. He noted that this had been raised before and agreed to check.

· A Highways Asset Response Team (HART) is being introduced to tackle relatively low level tasks eg cutting back overgrown hedges/trees obstructing road signs, cleaning road signs. He asked that we submit a list of any such tasks and councillors were asked to put forward suggestions. Action All
It was noted that the Lowland Planning scheme is advocating less available parking and parking charges. It was pointed out that in rural areas there is little to no public transport and cars are essential. Free parking encourages visits to towns which makes shops economically viable.
8. LOCAL MATTERS. 
· Residents have raised concerns about overnight parking on the Avenue in Asthall. It was agreed that Darryn Moulding should be contacted about the regulations. Action RG
· Residents have raised concerns about professional dog walkers. One person was confronted by seven dogs, off lead, with one walker. Others have expressed concern about them leaving footpaths and entering fields to ‘train’ the dogs. Again it was agreed to contact Darryn Moulding. Action RG
9. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Reported at Annual meeting.
10. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Nothing.
11. FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved:
  
Parish Online



£299
approved by email 27/3/26

Zurich Insurance reimburse RG
£214
approved by email 14/4/26

ALMH reimburse RG


£49


WODC




£130.57 approved by email 16/4/26 

And noted 
Lloyds Bank



£6.25 Bank charges
b) The Annual Return of Accounts 2025-2026. 
i) The submission of the Certificate of Exemption was approved.
ii) The Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed.
iii) The certified accounts and the Accounting Statements were approved and signed. The bank reconciliation was also approved signed.
iv) The Annual Internal Audit Report was noted; a report will follow.
v) The Risk assessment for the Council was reviewed with minor changes marked in red.

c) The Forecast and Budget to date for 2026-27 was reviewed and the bank reconciliation signed
d) The council noted the start of the review of Financial Regulations in line with NALC advice and the review of Standing Orders and policies subject to annual review. RG will circulate any recommended changes for discussion at a future meeting. Action RG
12. THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing
13. RAF Brize Norton
Nothing
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Circulated by email
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
TBC
