ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT
ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
 TUESDAY 12 MAY 2026 AT 7.00pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Ruth McCalman (RM), Nicholas Field Johnson (NFJ) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Lynne Hughson was proposed by SWD seconded by RM and duly elected.

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Edward Walker (EW) was proposed by RM, seconded by SWD and duly elected.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Declarations of acceptance were received from LH, SWD and RM and signed by the clerk. Declaration of Acceptance from EW will be received at a later date. 

5. MINUTES

To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council on Tuesday 20 May 2025

6. REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS
There were none.
7. CODE OF CONDUCT
Councillors have received a Code of conduct from WODC as part of the election process. 
8. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

I just wanted to highlight briefly, what we have been working on in the past year.
Following the flooding at the end of 2024 we met with officers from WODC and OCC. The section 19 flood report has now been published & we met with OCC last week to discuss improvements which we have been asking for for a considerable time.
September OCC published a schedule for drain & grip maintenance. They managed to omit Asthal Parish from their schedule. They kept delaying but finally they have agreed that they will be carrying out these long overdue works in June.
Emergency Plans We have put useful information on our website with contact details for the local police, electricity company, Thames Water etc where to get sandbags, the location of salt bins, defibrillators.
We have been busy commenting on planning applications. If houses are listed or are in the Asthall conservation area additional planning permission needs to be sought. The Farmer’s Dog has taken up quite a lot of time. We have made detailed comments, after listening to residents’ concerns. We are writing to the Farmers Dog to ask them to switch off or at least reduce their lighting after hours.
We have attended meetings with WODC on the Local Plan. We recognise that WODC face a difficult situation imposed by central govt but we have responded to try to ensure houses are built in the most suitable areas where there is appropriate infrastructure & transport links.
Local Government reorganisation will be a major change for all of us. There are 3 options. Based on our interactions with WODC and OCC we have ranked the options 1) linking West Ox with North Ox 2) West, North & City and have said that a single unitary authority is, in our view, the worse option
We have been trying to get both Asthal and Worsham bridges repaired but the work keeps being delayed
Road surfaces and potholes. We have written to OCC many times re the poor state of the roads in the parish and would urge everyone to report potholes on fix my street. We met with Chris Grain from OCC earlier today and will report our discussion in the next meeting.
Following consultation we have been working with OCC toreduce speed limits in some of the villages from 30 to 20 and to introduce 20mph speed limits in Asthall and Fordwells. The speed limit signs in Fordwells should be in place by the summer. James Wright & Anthony Kirkwood at OCC have been very helpful
There are 2 new benches in the parish, one in Asthall Leigh and one on the roadon the road to Asthall. One bench in AL was beyond repair and this has been replaced by a repaired bench which will be dedicated to Ken Betteridge who served the Parish for so many years.
All parish councils have a duty to improve biodiversity  Water Close is part of our work in this area. None of the work has been a cost to the parish, it has all been grant funded and we are very grateful to the Wyfold Trust, Wild Oxfordshire, WODC and Costwold National Landscape. For the last 2 years we have held a carol service at Water Close which has been a great community event.
We have also held a hedgehog talk and an owl talk in Asthall Church and a bat walk in Worsham and Asthall. Again this wasn’t a cost to the PC but was paid for by donations which also raised money for the charities holding the events and the local church.
The Asthall allotments continue to thrive.
We have supported the work of WASP and hope that Dirty Business highlighting the dreadful levels of pollution caused by the water companies will result in positive change.
We have recently organised training in defibrillator use in Asthall Leigh and Asthall. The PC maintains the machines in Asthall, Fordwells & Field Assarts, ALMH maintains the defib in AL and JSP allows us to access their machine in Worsham
Every year we organise litter picking in our villages. Litter picking events have already taken place in Asthall Leigh and Worsham. We are grateful to people who volunteer to do this & also to those who litter pick when they are out for a walk.
9. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
I would like to thank all the residents in Asthall for their continuing support.

I will continue to campaign on several key issues: to stop the dumping of raw sewage into our rivers; improve our roads, which are in a dire condition, by reducing the number of potholes with better, lasting repairs and continue to work on a Countywide plan to limit HGV’s using our villages and market towns as cut-throughs.

The main issue and message over the last few months is the awful condition of the roads in Oxfordshire and the multiple re-occurring potholes. I will campaign to find a better material to mend these potholes and look towards the material used in Europe which is a combination of asphalt, rubber silicon and re-cycled tyres. This last much longer and adheres to the pothole. We need to improve on the current 60-year-old material used for potholes in the UK. We need to make our roads fit for purpose once again.

THAMES WATER CONTINUES TO POLLUTE OUR RIVERS
I am sure all the residents who watched the TV programme Dirty Business were appalled by Thames Water continuing to pollute the Windrush. I have worked over the last few years with WASP to bring Thames Water accountable for their actions and have provided WASP with £10,000 for testing equipment which is placed in the Windrush to monitor Thames Water’s continued release of sewerage into the Windrush. Thames Water remains in financial difficulty and has shown to be consistently poorly managed. There is strong opinion that Thames Water should be put into administration or returned to public ownership.

SURFACE DRESSING PROGRAMME TO BEGIN THIS MONTH
Some roads across Oxfordshire will be improved as part of a highway maintenance programme beginning this spring. Surface dressing involves applying bituminous emulsion onto the road as a binder.
BURFORD BRIDGE PAVEMENT
Burford Town Council has approved for OCC to install and provide a better pedestrian walkway across Burford bridge as well as install bollards on either side of Burford bridge. This campaign has at last brought success as it has been several years of arduous campaigning to make Burford bridge safer. The work on the walkway is planned for early summer.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND DEVOLUTION
Oxfordshire has responded to a government request for proposals on the shape of local government reorganisation in the county – with OCC outlining its preferred option for a single county unitary council.
What are the options being submitted?  
The options are:
A single county unitary council for Oxfordshire – Oxfordshire Council. This is the preferred option of OCC.
A two unitary authority (proposed by WODC) which would divide Oxfordshire into: a North Oxfordshire Council (created from the existing district councils of Cherwell, Oxford City and West Oxfordshire) and a Ridgeway Council (created from the existing district councils of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse and the unitary council of West Berkshire).
A proposal for three unitary authorities – with a unitary city on expanded boundaries as well as northern and southern unitaries, including West Berkshire has also been submitted. 
We are waiting for the government to decide what form unitarisation will take in Oxfordshire.
10. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Not present.

11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None
12. LOCAL CHARITIES REPORT
None
13. REVIEW OF DIGITAL AND DATA POLICIES
The following policies have been reviewed by councillors and were formally adopted: IT policy, Data protection policy, Document storage, retention and destruction policy, Freedom of information statement.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None

15. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
TBC
