Freedom of Information
Adopted May 2026
The Freedom of information Act 2001(FOI) gives people a right of access to information held by public bodies, including Asthal Parish Council, unless that information is subject to any of the exemptions specified by law.
Asthal Parish Council publishes the following information on their website:
· Council members and positions held
· Parish clerk contact details
· Agendas and minutes of meetings
· Financial information for annual audit
· Standing Orders and Financial regulations
· Policies
Making requests
Requests for information which is not published on the website must be in writing and there must be a return address to send information to. We will confirm or deny whether we hold the information within 20 working days. If we do not hold the information we will explain why not. We will let you know if we need longer than 20 days to apply the public interest test and what exemptions we are looking at. If we do need more time this will be up to a further 20 working days ie a maximum of 40 working days.
Exemptions 
The most common exemptions are:
· Section 21 – information reasonably accessible to the applicant by other means. There is a duty to confirm or deny whether we hold it and to tell the requestor where they can find it. This is an absolute exemption which means the public interest test does not need to be applied, (see below). 
· Section 22 – information intended for future publication. This means it is in draft, still being worked on but when completed, or approved, it will be published. The public interest test must be applied here. 
· Section 31 – prejudicial to law enforcement (preventing crime, collecting tax) 
· Section 36 – prejudicial to the effective conduct of public affairs 
· Section 40 – personal data 
· Section 42 – legal professional privilege 
· Section 43 – commercial sensitivity  
All except Section 21 are qualified exemptions requiring a public interest test.
Record keeping
A record will be kept of all requests for information with the nature of the request together with the dates of request, initial response, final response, and any public interest test applied
Contact details for making a request
Clerk to Asthal Parish Council
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