

ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
At Asthall Leigh Memorial Hall
TUESDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.30pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 23rd May 2023 were approved.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Nicholas Field Johnson (NFJ) and Edward Walker (EW)
The Chair agreed to take agenda items 4c) and 6c) Planning in Field Assarts under item 5 Public participation at this point.
Planning in Field Assarts. RP has spoken at length with the planning officer and reported the following: 
They are likely to recommend approval for 6 months under stringent conditions. 
These conditions will be published on the planning portal before the committee meeting and might cover:
Hours (most likely 8.30-5) Should be 9-4.30 – or earlier in winter 
Number of vehicles – this would be difficult to distinguish between those converting the barn, and those carrying out the business. 
Lighting
Vehicles must park not idle
Decibels? (A noise consultant is being consulted)
Breach of conditions notice could be issued if not followed.
A report to committee will be published on the portal later this week or early next. It will include the applicant’s submission in response to the Planning Contravention order. Review of all objections, plus comments from applicants, will go on portal. 
Councillors might well refuse, or amend conditions to be stricter. 
Residents felt that the pragmatic approach with strict, well monitored conditions was the way forward to ensure a speedy conclusion and an end to the considerable stress currently being experienced by the residents. It was felt that the time frame should be very specific.There was concern that if the application was refused it would go to appeal and the process would drag on. There was also concern that the conditions should include the removal of all hard standing/tracks and excavated bunds as well as the containers and structures used to continue the work of the business ie the land should be restored to its original state. This would limit any possibility of further industrial units on the site. 
The question of curtilage was discussed since this appears from plans to be a narrow strip around the barn. If so they are already in breach of this with the concrete that has been laid. Any area for parking should be clearly designated and away from the residents.
Concern was expressed by APC and the residents that they had been misled about the extent and scope of the development when the owner spoke to the council in November and this would be conveyed to the Committee at the meeting on September 18th. RP stated that it might be possible to challenge the definition of Light Industrial in the future.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
RM noted her interest in item 6b)
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a) Asthall Leigh Allotments: LH met with Imogen Parker of Wild Oxfordshire who indicated that up to £2000 could be available to APC for dealing with the allotments. This could be used for clearing, hedge planting, bat and owl boxes etc but not for benches steps or signage. Barn owl boxes cost £200 and smaller boxes £100. LH is to meet with Adrian, the owl specialist for a survey to see if the site would be suitable. LH to also meet with Stephen, the bat specialist, to carry out a suitability survey and to obtain a quote for the siting of 3 boxes. Steve Tomlin has quoted 3 days work at £480 for clearing the perimeter and a couple of paths across the site, ideally clearing plastic and wire left there, with an additional £40 for chain saw blades etc. He has the appropriate licence and agreed to take truck loads to the tip for £25 per load. The community clearing day will be held on 25th November. LH spoke to Jeremy Smith, our Cotswold Warden about steps. He said that they could give advice but they could not install them. RP agreed to follow this up with Jeremy. Action RP
RP agreed to forward details of grants from Cotswold National Landscape (CNL) Caring for the Cotswolds scheme. Categories are Conservation of habitats and species, Heritage and Landscape, Improving access and Education.
b) Asthall allotments. Minutes of the meeting with tenants have been circulated. The Reads have been written to about their allotments but there has been no response to date. On the subject of digging in areas of archaeological interest it was agreed to contact Sarah Milliken for advice. Action LH 
c) Planning in Field Assarts. See earlier
d) Pollution of the Windrush. LH has been invited to visit Burford Sewage works on 19th September. She has also written, personally, to Robert Courts in response to the latest proposed changes to the levelling-up bill. Councillors agreed that the Council should also write to him and LH agreed to circulate her letter as the basis of the Council response. Action LH, RG
e) Fordwells trough. A colleague of Steve Tomlin, a stone expert, has advised that an epoxy covering of the interior is required. He has agreed to tender a quote for what he estimates to be 4 days work. It was agreed to check with Vaughan Lewis that the epoxy coating would not have a detrimental effect on the water and hence the stream. Action LH
f) Wychwood Grange. This has been approved. The council expressed concern that there was no response to the sewage issues raised. RP stated that sewage was not within the remit of WODC planners.
g) Noticeboard repairs. An invoice has been received for the Fordwells noticeboard and Steve Tomlin was chasing up a new noticeboard that he has sourced for Asthal.
h) Parking in Fordwells and Asthall Leigh. Darryn Moulding has been contacted and agreed to increase his visits to the area, putting notices on any vehicles he feels are causing an obstruction. He forwarded some police notices which could be used but Councillors did not feel comfortable using them. 
i) Grips and verges. A reply has been received stating that the detention ponds will be cleared but no mention of the grips in Fordwells and Asthal or the diversion of water into the field on The Ridings.
j) Dog Waste signage. Since RP reported that Asthal residents are concerned about dog waste it has been agreed to revisit this. It may be possible to purchase a dedicated dog waste bin but would need to check that WODC would empty it and the emptying cost remains £8 per visit. It was agreed to check with Swinbrook since they have done this, in particular check the frequency of emptying required.
k) Sewage problems at The Maytime. The Maytime is closing 18th September- 16th October. It will re-open as The Three Horseshoes. Thanks were expressed to RP for all her work on this.
l) Internet banking. Ongoing
m) Website. Ongoing
n) Highways: The verges have now been cut. TW reported that the gates in Field Assarts had been repaired. She believes they were purchased by the residents but will check. Potholes continue to be a problem.
o) Field Assarts defibrillator. This is now logged on The Circuit and a resident is checking it regularly. For budgeting purposes it would be useful to know when the pads expire. TW agreed to check. Action TW
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
See above
6. PLANNING MATTERS
a) 22/02940/S73 Wychwood Grange, Fordwells. Removal of condition 3 of planning permission 08/1529/P/FP to allow garage to be used for living purposes. Approved. 
b) 22/03479/HHD The Cottage, Worsham. Proposed garage and workshop. Approved
c) 23/01326/FUL The Pump Depot, Field Assarts. Temporary change of use and operational development in association with business and storage operations (Retrospective). Under consideration
7. HIGHWAYS
a) Salt request for winter 2023. It was agreed to check that all bins will be refilled and check with EW about the amount in storage before taking the free bag. It was noted that some small bags could be stored with RM for the use of residents in the valley
b) Dangerous bend in Field Assarts. There has been a serious accident recently. Solutions are not obvious other than a ‘Bend’ sign and/or a 20pmh speed limit. It was agreed to contact Leafield PC and Highways for assistance. Action RG
8. FINANCE
a) The report of the internal auditor was considered. It was noted that the new streamlined accounting system had been adopted allowing clear reporting. It was agreed that the risk assessment would be reviewed at a future meeting. Posting of Variance analysis will be checked. 

b) The payment:

Steve Tomlin

£177.40 
refurbishment of Fordwells noticeboard

Was approved.

c) Using the new accounting system the accounts were reviewed against previous year and current budget, The bank reconciliation for the General Ledger was signed along with the relevant bank statement.

d) A simple budget was put forward for 2024/25 and councillors were asked to consider any future projects. Our reserves are currently very high and if work on the allotments is funded by a grant then they will remain high. The timing of the grant and the spending will be critical for the end of year accounts. If the grant comes in before 31st March but the spend is after that then we will be exceeding the limit on reserves. However, if work is done on the Fordwells trough before the year end that may have a significant impact on our existing reserves. Increasing grants to the charities we support was also discussed. This needs to be considered carefully before the next meeting when the precept is set but it would seem very unlikely that it should be increased. It was agreed that before the next Parish Meeting parishioners should be asked to bring actions they would like the PC to take to the meeting. 

e) The Financial Regs already contain appropriate requirements for Internet banking.

9.
THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing
10.
RAF Brize Norton

RAF Brize Norton have started the process of applying for extended airspace, something they did a few years ago in conjunction with Oxford Airport. This was rejected. They have started the process by contacting all the affected small airfields/flying clubs and will be moving to the next phase shortly. We fell off their circulation list but this has now been restored, thanks to Swinbrook PC.
11.
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Nothing
12.
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Consultations: 
1) WODC Local Plan to 2041: This will provide the policies against which all planning matters will be judged, so it really is important. There is an ambition to be less developer-led. This is the second phase of consultation, open till 25 October, and there will be some in-person events too, though these have not yet been confirmed. 
There are 3 sections to comment on: 
· Draft local plan objectives – the over-riding principles 
· The future pattern of development in West Oxfordshire
· Call for sites, ideas and opportunities – this is meant to be blue-sky thinking – any piece of land, even if currently slated for development
https://yourvoice.westoxon.gov.uk/en-GB/folders/ideas-and-objectives-consultation
1) Greenlight – WODC’s climate and nature forum. It’s early days, but there are some interesting discussions beginning. Predictably, a few conspiracy theorists have found their way on there, but all the more reason why sensible citizens should spread the word of what they are doing! 
2) Witney High Street & Market Square Improvements:

 https://www.witney-tc.gov.uk/witney-high-street/
Also 2 drop-in sessions: 

Saturday 9 September, Public Drop-in, 10am-4pm           Methodist Church, Witney
Tuesday 19 September, 4pm-8pm        The Corn Exchange, Witney
Grants and opportunities: 
1) Opportunity to apply for grants of £500 to £2500 from the Cotswolds National Landscape Caring for the Cotswolds Grant Scheme. See item 4a)
Deadline 29th September 2023, decisions will be made by Jan 2024.
Click on the link to find out more and how to apply: https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/looking-after/caring-for-the-cotswolds/apply-for-funding/
Examples of projects funded so far can be found here:  https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/looking-after/caring-for-the-cotswolds/projects-supported/
1) Crime prevention grant: https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/news/community-groups-grant-funding/
(Deadline Monday 11 September)
Events:
North East Cotswolds farmer cluster coming for a flood prevention and meadow management brainstorm on 5 October at Asthall Manor 
https://www.cotswoldfarmers.org/event-details/floodplain-field-management-brainstorm
13.
INFORMATION AVAILABLE
14.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was noted that Swinbrook have renamed their village hall Swinbrook and Asthal Parish Hall
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 28th November 2023

