ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD
AT ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00pm

MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chair (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP),

and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 21st May 2024 were approved and signed. 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were none

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
EW declared an interest in item 8a) since he owns the field used for overspill parking.
The Chair moved to take item 4) at this point in the meeting under Public Participation, with the agreement of the council.

LOCAL MATTERS

a) The Windmill/Farmer’s Dog. The public commented on the increased traffic through Swinbrook and down the Avenue in Asthall largely as a result of sat nav. directing cars from Diddly Squat. The possibility of a speed limit through Asthall was raised by the public and this has already been put to OCC by the council. There was also concern about the speed of vehicles exiting the roundabout towards Witney. A 40mph speed limit is now in force.
Parking was also raised with local residents concerned about the use of a historic site for parking. LH has already contacted OCC with respect to the site being of archeological interest. RP reported that OCC said they had contacted English Heritage who had been unconcerned about the car park.
Moving forward it was felt best to foster a spirit of mutual cooperation

· Contact Jeremy Clarkson and ask that their website include directions to the Farmer’s Dog via Burford, pointing out that other routes shown on sat nav have many single carriageway roads with very limited passing places resulting in grid lock. (RG)

· Approach OCC for immediate speed limit through Asthall. Action (RG)

· Check licencing requirements of butchery and farm shop 
· Protect the Barrow as far as possible

· Arrange a meeting with Phil Shaw/OCC/Asthal and Swinbrook PCs to agree a way forward. Action (LH)
b) Kitesbridge Farm: Planning Enforcement have been contacted by RP, RG and LH with particular emphasis on the possibility of Roman remains being disturbed since early July. The response was that a meeting had been booked for late August. RP reported that they have said that there was a technical breach of permitted development. The onus is on the owner to report any historic remains uncovered, but the work has been done.
Concern was expressed by residents that the hedge and wire fence could increase flood risk in the village as rubbish washed down might be caught on the fence limiting flow across the field. It was agreed to consult James Feest at OCC and Vaughan Lewis for their opinions. Action (LH)
c) The Old Vicarage, Asthall: Enforcement have been contacted about the breach of planning in a conservation area but there has been no response.
d) The Three Horseshoes: community asset. The appropriate forms have been sent off to register the Three Horseshoes as a community asset.

e) Neil Barbour was introduced as the new Parish Warden. He explained that he is based at Fulbrook and his role in Asthal is temporary until a local warden could be found. His role is to provide links with the local community:
· contact with Parish councils to facilitate the exchange of local concerns with The Cotswold Conservation Board.

· Monitor public rights of way and pursue clearance work/repairs

· Engage with Historic England to monitor scheduled ancient monuments

· Identify community projects which can be supported by the wardens

· Improved awareness in the community leading to recruitment of new wardens
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Water Close
- Grant application: It is hoped to apply for a grant to purchase a brush cutter. Appropriate models are being researched prior to application.
- Volunteer Day: Sat 7th September has been advertised in The Bridge, Chronicle, ALMH email and Fordwells Whatsapp. LH has ben try to get more chippings but so far unsuccessfully.
The bat talk has had to be postponed but it is hoped to have a hedgehog talk instead. Action (LH)
b) Asthall allotments. EW was asked to turn off the tap before the weather turns cold to prevent leaks from frost damage. He reported that the tap needs attention as it is still leaking. Action (RG) 
c) Planning in Field Assarts. It is frustrating that the concrete has not yet been removed despite the Planning Committee decision. The site is now quite tidy.
d) Pollution of the Windrush. Ongoing.
e) Highways engagement. RG and RM raised with Chris Grain the problems faced in the parish. Some items have been completed (potholes in Worsham Lane, the collapsed road between Fordells and Asthall leigh), others booked in with the appropriate sections. Others, including the road between Fordwells and Asthall Leigh and the repairs to drains in Forwells are still outstanding. The response of the bridge team to work on Worsham and Ashall bridges was identical stating minor repairs needed which is in contrast with the structural work identified at Asthall several years ago. Outstanding matters will be chased with Chris. Action RG 
f) Flood alleviation for Fordwells. A grant was awarded by OCC to put drainage holes in the concrete of the retention pond above Fordwells. A condition was gaining the permission of the land owner. This was established as the owner of the Forge Cottage who was happy to give permission if compensation was paid for what he saw as the use of his land without consultation. The Land Registry has that piece of land marked as the street. James Feest from flooding was happy to go ahead but highways have said no it would cause them more work. They say they would be happy to give APC the retention pond and the responsibility for its maintenance and presumably pass responsibility for any compensation. The council agreed that they did not wish to do this. It was agreed that LH would contact Peter Sudbury on  OCC to try to resolve the conflict between the two departments. Action LH
g) Dog Waste bin. This is now installed but very full. RG has contacted WODC about it but will chase. Action RG
h) Noticeboards. Steve Tomlin has been asked to look at the boards in Asthall and Field Assarts
i) 20mph speed limit: Field Assarts, Asthall Leigh, Asthall. OCC say that they will survey the residents opinion and are happy to include Asthall although this will involve posts and repeaters as there is no existing speed limit. RG to contact Highways in the context of The Farmer’s Dog traffic to seek a speedy solution for Asthall. Action RG
j) OCC request for nature recovery. The survey was submitted by LH
k) Bench from Burford Society. LH in contact with the donor. It is hope to decide the siting of the bench on the Volunteer Day. Action LH
l) Asthall Leigh: use of farm buildings. Nothing further has been heard since the original visit. The options for development being a new house on the site of the derelict house with garden space created by demolishing the old pig sties or rental of the buildings for commercial use. It was said that the village would be consulted.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Taken earlier
6. PLANNING MATTERS
24/01233/FUL. Pump Depot, Field Assarts. Installation of a new septic tank and drainage field to service small industrial building foul drainage (domestic sewage only). Under consideration
24/01923/CM Worsham Quarry, Worsham. Removal of existing single storey prefabricated office and storage buildings and the erection of a workshop building incorporating offices, staff and storage facilities. Under consideration
7. HIGHWAYS

a) Salt request for winter 2024. It was agreed that no further salt was required but councillors were asked to check if the bins in their village needed topping up and let RG know. Action All
8. FINANCE
a) Payment to ALMH for opening of Water Close.  £63.00 was approved and invoice certified
It was authorised that RG should pay ALMH by personal debit card and reclaim the amount.

b) Update on Internal auditors review:
Financial Regulations. These had been circulated by email. Councillors were asked to read and pass any concerns to RG so that a final version can be formally adopted at the next meeting.
· Past Agendas are now available on the website
· VAT will be reclaimed in December
c) The budget and forecast for 2023/24 was reviewed. It was noted that a new defib battery had to be purchased for Asthall which had not been budgeted. However this was covered by the contingency budget. The bank reconciliation was signed.
d) Spending plans for 2024/25 were discussed to allow costing prior to setting the precept in November. Costings were included for a potential new defib battery for Fordwells, for replacement pads for both Fordwells and Asthall and for the annual fee for emptying the dog waste bin in Asthall. Councillors were asked to consider any other additional spending in the next financial year and bring them to the next meeting. The clerk’s salary was discussed. The scale point was decided in consultation between LH and OALC some years ago with the number of hours to be decided by council. It was agreed that the number of hours should be increased by an additional half hour per week to 2.5 hours. This will increase the salary from £1404 to £1755 on the current scale. It should be noted that the scales for 2024-25 have not yet been decided. It was felt that a 3% increase in precept would be appropriate and it was agreed that any increase in donations to charities should be made in February when reserve levels would be clearer. A new suggested budget will be circulated using these updated figures. Action RG
10.
THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing
11.
RAF Brize Norton

Nothing
12.
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
13.
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
14.
INFORMATION AVAILABLE


 
All circulated by email
15.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· It was agreed to organise another round of defib training. Action RG
· It was noted that the next meeting is Tuesday 26th November at 7pm. (Dates circulated earlier had said Tuesday 27th)

· Concern was raised about a black/dark Subaru which has been seen parked late at night and early the following morning suggesting someone sleeping overnight. It has been seen at the end of Gypsy Lane, top of Ninety Cut Hill, Worsham Lane and The Avenue in Asthall.

There was concern that someone may need help. It was agreed to contact Darryn Moulding. Action RG

· It was agreed to invite Jack Graham, the Environmental Crime Officer to the next council meeting. Action RG
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 Tuesday 26th November at 7.00pm
