 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMEORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.00pm
MINUTES 
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Ruth McCalman (RM),Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 5TH September 2023 were approved.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Edward Walker (EW) and Nicholas Field Johnson OCC (NFJ)
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a) Asthall Leigh Allotments. Ten volunteers assisted with clearing the allotments. RP has agreed to contact WODC to ask about free removal of the rubbish. Adrian State has installed the owl box on the Beech tree but a further branch needs removing. Steve Tomlin to be approached. The bat boxes will be installed shortly and Steve Heath has been booked to give a talk in ALMH on 2nd March 2024. He has also offered to do a bat walk in the summer. Hedging has been ordered together with two Holly trees. The water trough has been left in place but needs emptying and refilling. TW agreed to get a contact for Charles Sanderson to gain information about any water supply to the area. A progress report for Wild Oxford will be written by LH. It was agreed to organise two further clearing sessions in January and February. The January session would also be used to plant the hedging whips (5 per metre). It was agreed that costs incurred would be charged to Wild Oxfordshire in blocks to ensure that the Parish reserves were not too depleted. The outcome of the second grant application should be known by the end of January. An appropriate name for the site is required, ideally with a historical connection. LH advised that the plot had been called Water Close. RM agreed to contact a former resident for possible suggestions. It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting  should be used for the official opening.  Action LH, TW, RM
b) Asthall allotments. Mr Read has given up two of his three allotments and Toby Swift has also given up his allotment. One of these has been accepted by an Asthall resident, one by a resident of Burford and RG will meet a Witney resident concerning the third. A friend of Paul Mapplethorpe and a resident of Bradwell have also expressed interest in being on a waiting list which raised the possibility of clearing some of the scrub to create more allotments. It was agreed that depth of digging should be included in the contracts. Action RG
c) Planning in Field Assarts. Work continues. RP reported that on container had already moved offsite and Mr Coles was actively trying to sell the others. He was concerned that the noise and dust involved in moving the hard standing would upset the residents and asked if they could simply be covered with soil. The concrete must be removed. The Planning department have received two complaints which are being investigated and have established the curtilage of the barn. TW to have a meeting with Mr Coles in the New Year when removal of concrete will be stressed. Action TW
d) Pollution of the Windrush. Ongoing
e) Fordwells trough. Work started this week. The trough has been drained and the mud in front of it removed. Hard standing has been put in front and the trough covered to allow it to dry out. 
f) Noticeboard repairs. The Asthall noticeboard still needs attention. RG to speak to Steve Tomlin who reported that he had found a replacement. Action RG
g) Parking in Fordwells and Asthall Leigh. Parking problems are intermittent but with winter weather become more significant. It was agreed to contact Darryn Moulding again about it and also the minor break-ins that have happened in the area. More police patrols have been noted but perhaps the timings could be checked. Action RG
h) Grips and verges & water flow into Fordwells from Leafield. OCC were thanked for the work on the retention pond in Fordwells but there has still been no response about the other grips in Fordwells and Asthall, or about diverting run off into the filed opposite Low Barrow. NFJ and the OCC councillor for flooding will be copied into the email reminder. Action LH
i) Dog Waste signage. It was agreed to ask WODC to install a waste bin in the Avenue where walkers park and empty it every two weeks.
j) Sewage problems at The Maytime. Thanks were expressed to RP for ensuring that the problem was resolved.
k) Internet banking. Signatures were required from LH and TW. RG will then return the forms to the bank. Action RG
l) Website. Ongoing
m) Field Assarts defibrillator. TW to confirm details to RG. Action TW
n) Buttermilk Lane. James Wright of OCC was contacted. No accidents have been reported to police which makes it difficult to act. The road is signed single track and drivers are expected to drive accordingly. He asked if there were any further details of the incidents which could be acted upon. TW took the response to show the resident who had raised it. Action TW
o) Winter salt. None needed.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was none
6. PLANNING MATTERS
a) 23/02964/CND Cleve Hall, Worsham. Discharge of condition 7 (external lighting) of planning permission 22/00207/FUL (under previous name The Bungalow). Under consideration
It was agreed that a draft comment would be produced to ensure minimal lighting which was also compatible with the Bat roost. RG to draft 
7. HIGHWAYS
Nothing
8. FINANCE
a) The forecast budget for 2023-24 was approved and the bank reconciliation signed. It was pointed out that the EY forecast include expenditure on the trough and for a bench for the AL allotments
b) Payment of £132.48 to reimburse LH for the bat boxes was approved
c) It was agreed that a donation to Oxfordshire Mind should be made
d) To set the precept and budget for 2024-2025. A provisional budget for 2024-25 was presented which included possible expenditure on access to the AL allotments if a grant was not obtained. It also includes a small amount to keep access clear. There were no other major items of expenditure but a 5% increase in standard outgoings such as salaries, insurance, subscriptions was added. It was agreed to increase the precept to £3800 for the next financial year.
9. LOCAL MATTERS
a) Date for Parish Meeting. It was agreed that this would be Thursday 23rd May and focus on the opening of the AL allotment area. It was suggested that Hugh Warwick might open it and that there could be music.
b) Waterways Day: The morning session was concerned with sewage pollution. There is a need to address the infiltration of rainwater into the system. Everyone was encouraged to report pollution incidents. Data on this is being collected by Earthwatch. The planning authority cannot reject planning applications because of lack of sewage infrastructure. They can say that properties should not be occupied until infrastructure in place but developers are disregarding this. There are plans to upgrade several sewage plants including Witney but many upgrades are being pushed into the future.
The afternoon was concerned with flooding and was very positive. There is an attempt to stop building on flood plains. Many projects were cited, such as wild flower meadows which can hold and filter the water. Soil quality is important in water retention and farmers are being encouraged to be involved. The Evenlode catchment project is working on natural flood management, Tim Field, of North East Cotswold Farm Cluster, had been successfully leading landscape regeneration of the farmed environment and now plans were being discussed to carry out similar work in the Windrush catchment area. 
 There is a move to connect projects in different areas to give a more considered approach
c) WODC Local Plan. Oxford City has put pressure on the Districts to build more house for them. WODC has pushed back against this. There is concern that more affordable and social housing is required which requires more constraints on developers. The requirement for solar power on new house is still voluntary because of difficulties connecting to the grid. Changes to planning for listed buildings is also being reviewed re double glazing and energy saving measures. Nature recovery is also an important aspect of the plan. RP raised awareness of Community First who are pushing for small rural communities to request small developments of affordable houses. 
d) OCC Town & Parish Charter. The link failed. RG and LH completed the online questionnaire stressing the need for better communication
e) Botley West Consultation 7 Dec. Merton have withdrawn their land from the project. New proposals have pulled the back the boundaries of the solar farm from Yarnton, Cassington and Hanborough and they are creating growth areas and footpaths. A more detailed assessment of land quality will also take place
f) WODC Budget Feedback. Councillors were asked to give individual feedback by 18th December 
10. THAMES VALLEY POLICE
You can sign up for alerts on their website.
11. RAF Brize Norton
Nothing
12. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Reports from NFJ have been circulated
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
I’m on the working group looking at the Local Plan, and have been pushing for food growing, green spaces, social spaces and green jobs to be given more weight. These are also issues which came up in the consultation which ran from August to October. I attended several of the Local Plan consultation meetings. There will be another phase of consultation at some point in the next few months. 
Sewage pollution: along with your Chair, I attended a tour of the Burford STW, where the problem is not illegal spilling, but a legal effluent that is below quality. The reed bed treatment is not working properly. I’ve been talking to Julian Jones of Water21 (http://www.water21.org.uk) whom I met through a wonderful Dutch project called Drinkable Rivers, and have put him in touch with WASP and with the sustainability Director of Thames Water.
I attended Waterways Day on November 23rd, where presentations were given by WASP, Thames Water, as well as those involved in natural flood prevention and also very interesting presentation on water saving. The slides for these presentations will be sent and I can send them on to those who are interested. 
Picked up some good contacts for reporting pollution events: 
EA Pollution incident report 0800 807060
08003169800
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/report-a-problem
and copy in 
water@earthwatch.org.uk – they are recording all incidents 
Food Action Working Group for West Oxfordshire, is the District group set up by Good Food Oxfordshire to look at the practicalities of implementing the Oxfordshire food strategy which aims to shorten supply chains, improve school catering; build vibrant food communities; grow the local food economy; and tackle food poverty and diet-related ill health. Obviously, only some aspects of these are within the powers of a district council, but it’s amazing how many good things are already happening and a lot of my work on this has been connecting people to each other. 
I’m also proposing a motion to Council that food growing should be given appropriate weighting in the new Local Plan.. 
Cotswolds National Landscape: I’m a board member and, along with the other National Landscapes, CNL has been doing work on a pathway to net zero by helping residents and visitors to reduce emissions, and look at ways of capturing carbon through natural solutions. As part of the board’s Climate working group, I helped to put together a series of workshops on energy, land use, food & drink and transport. One of these was in Burford in October. Out of these will come a new pathway to net zero for the National Landscape. Which has now, along with the other National Landscapes, officially relaunched, although AONB will still be used as the designation. 
Interesting surveys: 
Biodiversity action plan: https://yourvoice.westoxon.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/biodiversity-plan till 22 Dec 
Oxfordshire travel survey: 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-travel-survey-understanding-how-you-get-around-oxfordshire  till 19 Dec 
WODC budget priorities: 
https://yourvoice.westoxon.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/budget-consultation-2024-25
Grants: 
WODC has won funding for 20 new community orchards throughout West Oxfordshire. Apply here: 
https://yourvoice.westoxon.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/community-orchards
Home Upgrade Grant: till March 2025: 
I was on a webinar about this organized by OCC and it is under-subscribed, so they really are looking for people to take this up. You have to be not on mains gas and on an income bracket up to £39,000
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/energy-and-climate-change/retrofitting-your-home/retrofit-help-you/home-upgrade-grant
Other news: 
Flytipping 
The maximum amount those caught fly-tipping could be fined will increase from £400 to £1,000. The maximum amount those who litter could be fined will increase from £150 to £500. The maximum amount those who breach their household waste duty of care could be fined will increase from £400 to £600
Rural exception sites: 
This event by Community First Oxfordshire looks helpful, but it’s next week Dec7th. I would really like to go but cannot: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/delivering-the-housing-that-your-rural-community-needs-tickets-751497919507?aff=oddtdtcreator
STOP PRESS – latest HGV proposals are being discussed, to include bans on river crossings at Barrington, Burford, Swinbrook & Crawley. I suggested Worsham should be included too. Asthall is currently safe because of weight restriction but would that change if the bridge was mended? 
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE
None
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 27 February 2024
