 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2024 AT 7.00pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chair (EW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Nicholas Field Johnson OCC (NFJ), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting on 28TH November 2023 were approved.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD)
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a) Asthall Leigh Allotments. 
· Volunteer days. It was agreed that whips would be ordered and volunteer days for planting were scheduled for 7th and 16th March.

· Steps quote. Three quotes have been received. The one from Matt Shaw was felt to be the least durable and discounted. A second from TWG seemed to offer a good job. The reclaimed cast iron steps proposed by Steve Tomlin were attractive but there was concern about how they would fit. It was agreed to view a photograph provided by Steve and make a decision by email.

· Meeting with Wild Oxfordshire 18th March. LH met with Imogen Parker and it was agreed that the Meeting on 18th March would start in ALMH with a presentation from Wild Oxford of their guide to Nature Recovery followed by a short presentation of what had been done and what was still to be done, followed by a walk around the site.

· Bat Talk and Bat Walk. Talk on Sat 2nd March has been advertised in the Bridge and Chronicle and through Martin Hawkins. 

· Parish Meeting/Open day 23rd May. Music & VIP to open. LH had tried unsuccessfully to contact Hugh Warwick but would continue to try. Suggestions for musicians were sought. The need for gazebos was raised in case of rain and RM stated that she had access to some. Action LH
· Grant situation/spending. The spend to date (£994.48) has been claimed but not yet dealt with as the administrator at Wild Oxfordshire has been away. Funds for the whips will be claimed as soon as possible. Action LH/RG
· Name of site. It was agreed that the site would be called Water Close.

· Rules for use of site. The resident who lives across from the site has expressed concern about possible parking and litter associated  with visitors. It was felt that parking was unlikely to be a problem but some signage would be required. Liability for accidents on a steep and uneven site was raised and it was agreed to take some legal advice before deciding on the wording of signage warning visitors of this. LH to send draft for comment & additions Action LH
b) Asthall allotments. Repair of tap. EW reported that he had visited the site when the standpipe tape was leaking (probably as a result of freezing) and he had found and turned off the neighbouring stopcock. Phil Mapplethorpe was there and said he would put in a new tap for which he submitted a receipt from Timms. Steve Tomlin looked at it, at request of RG and noted that the stopcock was sealed with blue tape and there was about 6” water in the chamber. EW advised that the stopcock should be turned off in winter and the pipe to the standpipe drained. It was agreed that EW would look at the situation and let RG know to inform future action. Action EW/RG
c) Planning in Field Assarts. All containers and the tarpauline have gone but the concrete base is still there. The site is very muddy and untidy. The enforcement officers will be visiting and RP has a meeting with them on Thursday.
d) Pollution of the Windrush. WASP continues to maintain pressure on Thames Water. NFJ reported that he had given them £5000 to enhance their testing equipment. RP advised that identifying exact sites of overflows appeared to be more effective in gaining a response from Thames Water.
e) Fordwells trough. The work on the main trough has been completed but the council was contacted by a neighbour concerning an over flow from a higher  trough, This small trough feeds the main trough and the over flow had accumulated next to his wall. LH reported that this overflow had been happening for the many years she had lived in Norton Terrace with Nos7&8 usually affected. It is usually the result of vegetation blocking the pipe. It was agreed that the pipe would be cleared and a mesh placed over it to prevent vegetation getting into the pipe. This would then be monitored. The implication that work on the trough had caused the problem is very unlikely as the pipe was running freely to refill the main trough after work finished. There has of course been exceptionally heavy rain since then. Natural springs are not the responsibility of any council or landowner but obviously property owners take steps to protect their property. The system in place at Norton Terrace was installed by Mr Norton when the Terrace was established and under normal weather contains the water flow thus protecting both Norton Terrace and adjacent properties.
f) Noticeboard repairs. Steve Tomlin will refurbish the noticeboard at Asthall 
g) Parking in Fordwells and Asthall Leigh.  Fordwells parking has now ceased to be a problem as the family in question have left the property.
h) Grips and verges & water flow into Fordwells from Leafield. Staff from OCC visited the village and agreed to clear the grips in Fordwells and Asthall, but funds are obviously tight. The more important need to divert water into the field opposite Low Barrow has still not been addressed. The retention ponds work well in average rainfall but cannot cope with the level of rainfall we have been receiving. Vaughan Lewis suggested to OCC that drainage pipes in the base of the retention ponds would speed up soak away.
i) Dog Waste bin. The person we have been dealing with has changed position within WODC. RP provided the email address now needed. There was some discussion about the siting of the bin. The site suggested is on the village side of the bridge but most dog walkers park on the far side and councillors felt that this would be a more effective place to site the bin. Action RG
j) Internet banking. Problems in gaining access are being followed up. Action RG
k) Website. On going
l) Field Assarts defibrillator. TW agreed to get the necessary information to allow the council to supply spares for the defibrillator. Action TW
m) Buttermilk Lane. Request for 20mph speed limit. A request was received from residents of Field Assarts to extend the speed limit at both ends of the village to encompass Buttermilk Lane and to apply for a 20mph speed limit. The transition to 20mph can only happen, free of charge, if there is an existing speed limit of 30 or 40 already in place. OCC were asked about extending the speed limit to Buttermilk name but their response was that “they would not deem it appropriate to extend a 20 limit into Buttermilk Lane”. We could apply for the existing 30 to be changed to 20 with the necessary support of our local OCC councillor who advised that this will probably take about 2 years to become effective. This information will be passed to the resident to inform future action, also TW to carry out survey of FA residents as this has to be done before change to 20mph request can go ahead Action RG TW
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A resident of Asthall Leigh raised a problem of neighbouring farm outbuildings being rented out. The current tenant is using the building for spray painting with no safety measures in place. There was concern amongst the council that there was no planning permission in place and the owner would be contacted about their intent. Action LH/RG
6. PLANNING MATTERS
a) 23/02964/CND Cleve Hall, Worsham. Discharge of condition 7 (external lighting) of planning permission 22/00207/FUL (under previous name The Bungalow). Approved
b) 23/03164/HHD Tocque house, Asthall. OX18 4HW. Removal of 5 widows, replace with traditional flush casements. Approved
7. HIGHWAYS
The council received an email concerning mud on the road at College Farm. The lady in question came off her motorcycle at low speed resulting in minor injuries but damage to the motorcycle. The email was passed to the community police officer who has said that he will visit the farm. In a separate incident a resident stated that they had contacted OCC about mud on the Asthall Leigh to Swinbrook road and the council had said that they would contact the farmer.

8. FINANCE
a) The budget and forecast  for 2023-24 was reviewed. It was noted that the reserves would be significantly lower than the previous year as expected but within the normal range for earlier years. The reserves had been building up over the past few years to an unacceptably high level.
b) The council agreed to donate £45 to Oxfordshire Mind and approved the following payments:
Clerk’s Salary



  £1123.20 
HMRC




    £280.80
Cotswold Conservation Board

      £50
Thames Valley & Chiltern
Air Ambulance Trust

      £45
Volunteer Link-Up


      £45
Citizens Advice



      £45
Steve Tomlin                                      
Trough labour                                    £750.00   email approved
Trough materials


    £644.02   email approved
Additional work on trough                  £640.00    email approved
Clearing AL allotments                      £681.00    email approved
Removal of waste                              £106.00    email approved
L.D. Hunt Trough labour                          £750.00    email approved
Adrian State Owl box                                £75.00      email approved
P. Mapplethorpe reimbursement              £54.11
ALMH rent (reimburse RG)                      £75.00
Oxfordshire Mind                                      £45.00
ALMH Parish Meeting(reimburse RG)
     £66.00
McAfee renewal (reimburse RG)            £109.99
Bench (reimburse RG)                            £489.19
OALC subscription (reimburse RG)        £168.00



9. LOCAL MATTERS
a) Mid Windrush Land and Nature Group. Meeting on the evening of 18th March to explain what it aims to do.
b) Litter picking. Councillors will organise litter picking in their villages in March. They will liaise about dates to ensure availability of the pickers. Action ALL
c) Botley West Consultation. See under WODC
d) Request for wooden bollards to deter parking in Asthall. Swinbrook has installed wooden bollards to deter parking on verges. Given that APC was advised by OCC at the time of work on the triangle that any bollards had to be 18” from the road the councillors did not feel that they could agree to do this. Any deterrents at the edge of the verge could result in legal claims for damages. Action RG
e) Community Emergency Plan Survey. To be completed. It was noted that there is no specific flood plan. Action RG
f) Notice of Landowner Statement. Swinbrook Estates. LH reported that she could seen no omissions of footpaths from the Statement but asked councillors to check and report any omissions they find. Action All
10. THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing
11. RAF Brize Norton
Nothing
12. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Councils secure £600m additional funding package
Communities Secretary Michael Gove last month announced a total of £600m of additional funding for local authorities in England – including a £500m addition to the social care grant, and a £100m increase in core spending power. OCC is expected to benefit to an amount of approximately £5m. 
Budget proposals for 2024/25 
This unexpected development noted above means that the Liberal Democrat/Green administration and opposition groups are having to rework their Budget proposals. As previously reported, the minority administration cannot pass a Budget without support of the opposition parties. A meeting of Full Council on Tuesday 20th February took place and a budget was approved.
Full details of the final budget are available on the council website. These show that the Budget will result in extra borrowing of £23.45m. The Budget continued to focus on Oxford-centric matters, including Oxford parking zones, Oxford ANPR cameras, Oxford congestion, Oxford ‘Mini-Holland’ project (at a capital cost of £2m per year) and an Oxford ‘Citizens’ Assembly’ (at a cost of £150,000).

Jump in profits made keeping children in care
The Times reported last month that Children's groups have accused private sector-backed firms of making "obscene" profits, charging councils up to £280,000 per year to care for young people. An investigation reveals the average cost of residential care for a child is £5,400 per week, exceeding £10,000 in some cases. Councils pay 25% more than two years ago, and the income of the top 20 independent care operators reached £1.63bn last year, with 19% as profit - up six points from the year before. The House Magazine survey shows the average annual cost of residential placement is £281,000, six times the cost of keeping an adult in prison. The highest annual average was £373,000 in the London borough of Sutton. The Children's Home Association argued: "There is a huge difference between 'profit' and 'profiteering'. The cost increase between public and private provision has been comparable for several years."

Fixmystreet app improvements for quicker and more efficient response
Oxfordshire’s FixMyStreet app, which allows residents to report potholes, faulty streetlights and a host of other street defects and queries, has been updated. The number of categories has been streamlined but they have now been split up into sub-categories to make it easier for people to find the section they are looking for. In some cases, more information and illustrations have been provided to help users choose the most appropriate category. The changes are aimed at reducing the number of reports sent to the wrong department or council, which can delay the problem being resolved. The updated version also includes an aerial map of the county, as well as a regular map, to help people pinpoint the location of the problem. The changes will be monitored over the next three months to see what impact they have, and the views of users will be sought. More than 1,000 reports are regularly made to Fix My Street every week, with users encouraged to include photographs of the defect to help the inspectors. 
Proposal to move county council offices to new offices to progress
After extensive and independent evaluation, and consideration by a cross-party cabinet advisory group on city centre accommodation, it’s proposed that the council moves its Oxford headquarters from County Hall to a reimagined Speedwell House campus. The sale or lease of County Hall is expected to meet the refurbishment costs of Speedwell House, which is already owned by OCC.

NFJ stated that he had £500 earmarked for a suitable project in the parish. Councillors were asked to consider anything in their area for which this could be used and asked to feedback to LH as soon as possible. Action All
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Short term lets – changes in law will mean that new short term lets need planning permission –this will not apply to existing short term lets. WODC working with valuation office to close business tax loophole. 
New enforcement platform for planning breaches: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-permission/report-a-breach-of-planning-regulations/
I have asked them to adapt it so it can be used as a community log (eg for Fordwells) 
Nature Recovery Strategy: Oxfordshire survey and workshops on the Local Nature Recover Strategy: https://mailchi.mp/92df53fc90dc/sign-up-to-have-your-say-on-the-local-nature-recovery-strategy?e=eb780eb61d
Botley West 
Although we’ve already had 2 public consultations, the current stage is the equivalent of pre-app, which explains the lack of details. 
WODC response demands: 
Better package for community benefit 
Panels to be removed from some areas
More evidence of ecological mitigation 
Full response from WODC can be seen here: 
https://meetings.westoxon.gov.uk/documents/s9567/Botley%20West%20Consultation%20Response%20Draft%20JANUARY%202024.pdf
At the next stage, WODC will be submitting a much fuller Environmental Impact Assessment. 
Very informative Q&A from Low Carbon Hub here: 
https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jul23-bridging-the-gap-six-approaches-policy-pilot/
Committees & groups: Currently, I am on Local Plan working group, Carterton working group, Uplands planning committee, Development Control and Constitution Working Group. 
Fly-tipping – first camera is in use, at an undisclosed location, but it will be moved around. Signage is also being considered. 
MWNRG – 18 March, 19.30
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE
None

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
As a parish council we have been asked if we would like a portrait of the King. It was agreed to contact Martin Hawkins as we have no building to house one. Action RG
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Meeting is:
Annual Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 21st May 2024 at 7.00p  followed by
Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm
The Annual Parish meeting  is Thursday 23rd May 2024
