 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD 

IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMEORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7.00pm

MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chair (EW),                      Tanya Wiseman (TW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Nicholas Field Johnson OCC (NFJ), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 3rd September 2024 were approved.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from SWD.
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
EW declared an interest in Item 4d)
The Chair moved Items 9a) and 4e) and 4k) to be taken next.

Item 9a) 
Jack Graham introduced himself as the new WODC Environmental Crime Officer, explaining that his role covered fly-tipping, littering, dog fouling etc. Since he is the only officer for the whole of West Oxon he felt it useful to talk to the parish councils to establish how to deal with the issues more effectively, particularly fly-tipping. His priorities are:
Education: To ensure that residents understand their duty of care. They are responsible for any fly tipped material which can be identified back to them, even if they have paid to have it removed. It is their duty to ensure that the person is licensed to remove such waste and failure to do so can result in a £1000 fine. They should be aware that WODC will remove 4 bulky items for £34, which is a cost effective service. He agreed to write a short article for inclusion in local parish magazines, specifically The Chronicle and The Bridge in the case of Asthall.
Enforcement: He now has a number of CCTV cameras which can be sited at ‘popular’ tipping sites. These have not caught anyone yet but have stopped tipping at the sites. A number of fines have been issued since April and 25 more are currently under investigation, including cases of chemical hazards and Lithium-ion batteries. Sadly the courts do not always consider it in the public interest to prosecute.

Identification of sites: He is keen to determine the ‘hot spot’ areas and also suggested that rewilding some of these areas might deter people. A number of such sites in the parish were identified to him.
Items 4e) and 4k) Flooding

It was noted that advice sought from Vaughan Lewis was that the hedge planted at Kitesbridge Farm would not have an adverse effect on flooding.
The Flooding caused by Storm Bert was discussed.

A survey of the parish identified the following flooded properties:

Asthall Leigh 


1 property

Asthall



3 properties

Field Assarts (Purants lane)
2 properties

Fordwells



4 Houses 2 garages

Worsham



2 Garages 

Kevin Jack and Ocean Griffin from WODC visited Fordwells and asked for forms to be filled in by those affected. They were concerned only with the details of houses. The form will be scanned and forwarded to councillors for circulation to those affected. Action RG. The responsibility for ditches was discussed and WODC stated that it was the responsibility of the landowner not the council to clear the ditches. Concern was expressed that erosion of the verges was causing collapse into the ditches.

The water through Fordwells resulted from the volume flowing from Langley and Leafield. LH spoke of the conflict between the Flood prevention team and Highways at OCC. The former offering a grant to do further work on the retention ponds and Highways refusing permission unless APC took over responsibility for maintaining the ponds. APC obviously do not have the funds to this. NFJ agreed to look into this and LH agreed to forward the email trail she had with OCC. Action LH, NFJ. 
Flooding in Asthall was felt to be almost entirely from the increase in river level rather than run off down Ninety-cut Hill. Whilst grips had been cleared there was concern that mud washed down the drains reduced drainage. Ther was a discussion about sluices at Bourton being opened which caused a surge. These are privately owned and EA should liaise with the owners about opening them. They should be opened before rain to prevent a surge. 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Water Close: 
Volunteer days: It would be good to tidy on 14th before the carols on 15th December
Carols at Water Close: on 15th December at 6.30pm. Gazebos will be put up on the day and mince pies and mulled wine provided. Steve Tomlin and Chuck will organise music from some Witney Brass band members and hope to illuminate some of the trees. Action All
Bench from Burford Society: Still sorting the logistics
Grant application. Very good news to be awarded £2000. Bank details have been sent to the trust to enable a funds transfer. A quote for a petrol brush cutter has been obtained. Several councillors felt a battery one would be more appropriate and it was agreed that an alternative quote would be obtained. Action LH
Talks: To be arranged
Chippings. More chippings have been obtained from Sandra Bowen and these will be spread by Steve Tomlin with Lynne and Ian Hughson next week.
Second Pond; This will be created by Steve Tomlin to help deal with the run off from the road which is currently eroding the path.
Management Plan. We have received some items from Wild Oxfordshire but ideally should have a baseline study to enable changes in flora and fauna to be identified.
b) Asthall allotments. Need to check with Steve Tomlin about the tap. Action RG.
Mrs Turner has given up her allotment which means that we have one currently available.
c) Planning in Field Assarts. TW visited the site and spoke with Mr Coles. The septic tank has been installed and the site levelled. Mr Coles expressed his intention to put a fence around the site which will be along the boundary of the two houses, owners of which have made many complaints. It was agreed that if the fence was no higher than six feet, there was little that could be done. Mr Coles believes that he is waiting for Planning to tell him what to plant. RP believes that Planning are waiting for his landscaping proposals. RP to speak to planning. Action RP
d) Farmer’s Dog
Speed limit. The request for a 20mph speed limit through Asthall is with OCC
Article in The Chronicle. LH wrote an article for the Chronicle about the work of the PC. In it she gave instruction for how to complain to Google about a route they showed on Google maps. This allows residents who find increased traffic disruptive to complain and if enough do then Google remove it from their suggestions.
Planning. The current application for toilets is not contentious but the 28 day period for the temporary car parks and the tent have long expired and no new application has been made. It was felt that an application for the tent would raise few objections but the car park is likely to be a contentious issue particularly if the county archaeologist objects. They did not object to temporary use but permanent use is a different matter. It was felt that land elsewhere on the other side of the road or further away with a shuttle bus would be a better option. It was felt that Planning enforcement should be taking more action.
e) Kitesbridge Farm
Flooding concerns. See above
f) The Three Horseshoes: community asset. Form was submitted on 2nd September and acknowledged on 3rd. A chasing email on 6th November has received no response. RP asked to be copied in to follow up emails. Action LH
g) The Old Vicarage Asthall. The shed has been removed.
h) Pollution of the Windrush. Ongoing
i) Noticeboard repairs. Field Assarts noticeboard has been treated. Asthall has been made structurally sound but needs a better backing of cork or similar. Action RG
j) Highways Engagement’ RG contacted them about the problem with the two different OCC departments and the retention ponds before the flooding and sent some pictures of damage afterwards. No response so far.
k) Flood alleviation in Fordwells. Discussed above
l) Dog Waste bins: Two weekly collections seem to be adequate. The alternative collection company was deiscussed and it was agreed to look again when the current contract with WODC expires in March. Action RG
m) 20mph speed limits. Discussed above 
n) Internet banking. Now a priority. Action RG
o) Winter salt. Actioned with OCC
p) Defib training. Chris Tannock contacted for the new year but no reply yet. It was agreed to invite staff at The Farmer’s Dog to the training with a view to them getting a Defib for the site.
q) Dark Subaru. Darryn Moulding was contacted and visited the man. He had no concerns. A camper van was reported to be parked in the Avenue, Asthall with someone living in it. It was agreed that Darryn Moulding should be contacted. Action RG
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

To adjourn the meeting to enable any members of the public who are present to ask questions of the Council in accordance with Standing Order no. 10. 

6. PLANNING MATTERS
24/01233/FUL. Pump Depot, Field Assarts. Installation of a new septic tank and drainage field to service small industrial building foul drainage (domestic sewage only). Approved
24/01923/CM Worsham Quarry, Worsham. Removal of existing single storey prefabricated office and storage buildings and the erection of a workshop building incorporating offices, staff and storage facilities. Under consideration
24/02808/FUL Farmer’s Dog, Asthall. Erection of single storey extension. Under consideration

7. HIGHWAYS

Nothing to report.
8. FINANCE
a) The forecast budget for 2024-25 was approved and the bank reconciliation signed.
b) The following payments were approved
£214.00
Zurich: Parish Insurance


)

£66.00
Blueprint: Water close signage

)

£901.18
Steve Tomlin: Water Close steps

)  Approved 

£100.00
Steve Tomlin: Water Close clearing
)  earlier by email

£736.00
Steve Tomlin: Water Close pond creation)

£80.35
WODC: Emptying Dog Waste bin

)

£130.57
WODC: Emptying Dog Waste bin

)

 
£116.00 
to Steve Tomlin for work on noticeboads 
c) To set the precept and budget for 2025-2026.

New salary scales for Clerks. This was included in the budget proposal and it was agreed that the additional 0.5hours per week should be paid for 2024/5. An increase to the precept of 3% was agreed. There is a predicted deficit for the year but reserves are high and it was felt that this was acceptable.
New bank charges: Lloyds have changed our account from a Treasurers Account to a Community Account. This will now incur fees of £4.25 per month and charges for the use of cheques. We will have 100 electronic transactions free and it is therefore important to move to electronic banking as soon as possible. Tenants at the allotments will be encouraged to pay their rent by electronic transfer.
d) The new Financial Regs were discussed and it was confirmed that back ups of all Parish Council documents are kept on two separate memory sticks for security. The Regulations were adopted and will be placed on the council website.
9. LOCAL MATTERS

a) Jack Graham: Environmental Crime Officer: see above.
b) Local Nature Recovery Strategy. Councillors were encouraged to look at the site and enter any areas they feel are relevant.
c) Litter picking: Councillors were asked to consider dates for next year, probably in March/early April for their villages and bring them to the February meeting. The litter pickers were returned erroneously to WODC and efforts will be made to reclaim them. It was agreed to look for additional pickers, ideally ones which are more robust. Action RM, RG
d) Next May: 80th anniversary of end of WW2. This was an early notification that there is a proposal to have a beacon lighting to celebrate the day.
e) Airbnb’s in West Oxfordshire. A Register of airbnb’s was suggested in recent legislation to attempt to minimise their impact on local communities and to verify that rentals conform to safety requirements, but its existence is still unknown. RP reported that second homes have to pay double council tax in West Oxfordshire but was unsure if the loophole of opting to pay business tax and then claiming insufficient revenue to qualify (hence paying neither council tax nor business tax) had been addressed.  
f) Rose & Terence Willoughby’s bench. Terence’s daughter has seen the recycled bench suggested and is happy with it. She will donate the money to the Parish Council who will purchase it on her behalf. She would like a plaque on it and LH has checked that the bench can be drilled. Steve Tomlin will be asked to put hard standing on the verge and it was suggested that there should be an official ‘unveiling’ in the new year.
10. THAMES VALLEY POLICE

There was nothing
11. RAF Brize Norton

There was nothing
12. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
NFJ contributed to the discussion on Fly tipping and flooding as minuted above.
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Flooding: I spoke to Laurence King yesterday, drainage officer. When asking OCC to do things, it is good to copy him in – he is more likely to come and visit and assess the drainage issues and submit a report to OCC

Local Plan: Local Plan working group meeting regularly. Looking at strategic policies, and place-based. In the draft, there is a place-based policy called “Conservation and Management of the Windrush Valley” 

Some Councils are challenging the new numbers suggested in the new planning policy. The final policy will not be published till Jan – this affects our Local Plan. 

Timetable, delayed by change of govt and new policies, now expected to be: 

( Regulation 18 preferred option consultation – May 2025 

( Regulation 19 pre-submission draft publication – October 2025 

( Submission for examination – March 2026

There are some hopes the new NPPF might be moderated – the LGA and hundreds of planning authorities, including WODC, have told the consultation that it’s flawed. The HofC’s Environment Audit committee has also decided to look at the govt’s housing plans and the new NPPF as their first piece of work in the new parliament.
Watch here: https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3242b5a3-4d0d-4c8a-9c8e-4d9badf0b789(Even in the first 20 mins some very unorthodox views, challenging the government’s housebuilding policies, are aired).  A huge number of houses submitted by developers around Carterton and Minster Lovell. Really need to emphasise the importance of the setting of the CNL. 
RIVERS: WODC continues to meet with Thames Water, and Witney STW upgrade is going ahead, though no firm date 

9 Oct: Windrush Catchment Partnership  

River21 on the low quality of treated effluent due to inadequate and old-fashioned methods used in sewage treatment plants: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WNG4f-JH57Q
Rivers March in London November 3rd 

FARMER’S DOG Site visits have taken place, and after my enquiries this week, Kelly is going to put more pressure on management to submit planning applications for car park, tent, staff car park. Only the simple one for a toilet block has been submitted. They are expected to close for Jan & Feb. 
NATURE RECOVERY
Well worth looking at the consultation. Marcus Simmons has submitted a response on behalf of the Middle Windrush Land and Nature Group, of which Asthal is a part.

WODC change of personnel 
Phil Shaw has retired. 

Abby Fettes now in charge of day to day planning. 

Chris Hargraves & Andrew Thomson on Strategic planning. 

Phil Martin is Director of Place – good person to copy in on anything around bins and services.
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Nothing.
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Nothing
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 25 February 2025
