 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 21 MAY 2024 AT 7.30pm
MINUTES
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 27 February 2024 were approved and signed.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were none
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a) Asthall Leigh Allotments. 
· Future Volunteer days. These would be needed to maintain the site, alongside paying for any heavy duty clearing necessary using money granted by WODC. Help would be needed to spread wood chippings when they arrive. In addition to the Wood Chip site LH has contacted JAGS and SWD agreed to contact Gibbs Bros to see if they had any chippings we could have. Action SWD
· Parish Meeting/Open day 23rd May. It was agreed that the gazbos, tables and chairs would be put out during Thursday afternoon, with the PA system and drinks taken there at about 6pm. Parking signs would be put out during the afternoon and RM agreed to direct people down the road. Rosie Pearson has agreed to officially open the site.
· Grant situation/spending. It was agreed that LH/Rg would rationalise the current situation. Action RG, LH
· Additional grants. A resident neighbouring the site sits on a charity which awards grants and felt that Water Close would qualify. The next meeting is November and he would be happy to submit a request on behalf of the council. A composting toilet was suggested but this idea has caused concern for neighbours and the council also felt that the management would also be difficult. A strimmer was also suggested. Councillors were asked to think about possibilities for the next council meeting in September. Action ALL
· Rules for use of site. These have been incorporated in the signage.
b) Asthall allotments. Repair of tap. Still leaking slightly and a repair is in progress. 
c) Planning in Field Assarts. TW reported that Mr Cole had intended to send a letter to residents about trespass but has decided against it.
d) Pollution of the Windrush. Thames Water are not improving the sewage situation. Cotswold Rivers Trust are organising a ‘Love our River day’ coinciding with Asthall Manor Gardens open.
e) Noticeboard repairs. Both Asthall and Field Assarts boards need attention. RG to speak to Steve Tomlin. Action RG
f) OCC asked for grant applications and Vaughan Lewis kindly put in the application on behalf of the council. Money has been granted for some work on the retention pond to improve drainage.
g) Dog waste bin. A response has been received from WODC. The bin will be installed by them and we will be billed for emptying at six monthly intervals in advance. £8.37+VAT per empty and fortnightly is suggested. They prefer What 3 words to locate the site and RP agreed to do that. RG to forward the contact details. Action RG

h) Internet banking. Ongoing
i) Website. Ongoing
j) Buttermilk Lane. Request for 20mph speed limit. NFJ agreed to follow this up and RG agreed to forward correspondence to assist this. Action RG
k) Portrait of the King. Arrived and given to Martin Hawkins who has put it up in ALMH.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Residents from Field Assarts expressed their concerns about the failure of the enforcement officers to ensure the Planning Meeting decision that all hard standing/road scrapings should be removed in order to return the land to its original state. They were also concerned about the amount of debris which has been left lying about. LH stated that the parish council had expressed to WODC its concerns about the failure to remove the hard standing. RP reported that the planners seemed to be seeking a definite plan for the landscaping which had caused a significant hold up and confusion between plans for the curtilage and the wider area. TW reported that much of the debris had been removed yesterday. She also reported that Jess has seeded part of the site with wild flower bombs. The residents reported that a formal complaint had been made to the Head of Planning about the decision of the enforcement officers to effectively overturn the decision of the Planning Committee in failing to insist on the removal of the hard standing. The planners seem to be totally ignoring the fact that the pre-existing hard standing for the Nissan hut was significantly smaller and much thinner than the substantial steel reinforced concrete base which was installed. There was local concern that this base could be used in future for an additional building. RP stated that that could not happen without planning permission. The resident had also contacted the Environment Agency, receiving a case number, concerning the resulting risk of water pollution given the level of the water table and the use of a wells in the village.
The resident stated that he was prepared to take his complaint to the Ombudsman if necessary. LH asked that the residents keep the Parish Council informed of any complaints and responses to facilitate coordinated action moving forwards.
6. PLANNING MATTERS
There were none
7. HIGHWAYS
Meeting with OCC Highways Engagement team, RG to arrange date. Councillors were asked to forward all road concerns to RG who will collate and circulate so that whichever councillors can attend the meeting are fully prepared. Action ALL
8. FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved:
  
Parish Council Websites

£170.00
approved by email 12/3/24


Murray Maclean (reimburse RG)
£277.20    approved by email 13/3/24

AK Timms



£638.82    approved by email 19/4/24
WEL Medical



£279.54    approved by email  6/5/24

AK Timms



£372.97      approved by email  

Reimburse LH (Heritage fruit trees) £169.70
We have received two quotations for Parish Insurance. The renewal with Clear, formally BHIB for £489.82 and one from Zurich aimed at small councils of £214. It was agreed to check that the insurance would cover the Asthal allotments and Water Close before accepting the Zurich quote. Action RG
b) The Annual Return of Accounts 2023-2024. 
i) The submission of the Certificate of Exemption was approved.
ii) The Annual Internal Audit Report was noted and the internal audit report reviewed and the following noted. The Financial regulations will be reviewed at the September meeting; Reclaim of VAT on trough will be attempted: insurance has been reviewed (see item 8a); disclosure re clerk’s salary has been amended; the wording of the notice of Public Rights has been updated; work is underway to ensure Agendas are all available on the website.
iii) The Annual Governance Statement was approved
iv) The certified accounts were presented together with the analysis of variance, the expenses over £100, and current Asset register and were approved. The Accounting Statements were then approved
v) The Risk assessment for the Council was reviewed.  It was agreed that council assets eg benches and noticeboard should be checked annually for safety. It was also agreed that the trees in Water Close should be inspected regularly. These items will be recorded formally in the Annual review of risk. The council did not feel that a Neighbourhood Plan was relevant for the Parish because of the nature of the individual hamlets and existing planning controls. Action RG
c) The Forecast and Budget to date for 2024-25 was reviewed. It was noted that the grant of £2190 from WODC is to maintain Water Close for 5 years hence only £400 was include in the Full Year budget. Whilst we have been promised £1500 from CNL for the steps at Water Close we have not yet received it. This commentary will be added to the accounts. The bank reconciliation was signed by the Vice Chair.
9. LOCAL MATTERS
A Defibrillator guardian guide will be circulated to councillors and guardians to ensure that all contact information is available should a defibrillator fail.
10. THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing to report
11. RAF Brize Norton
Latest proposals were circulated.
12. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
See Annual report
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
See Annual report
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE
All circulated

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Digital switch over. It was felt that councillors should give a printed version to any residents they felt might need support.

· Lithium batteries. It was agreed to endorse the email received re safety.
· OCC request for information on nature recovery. LH agreed to complete. Action LH
· Sylvia Demery has approached Burford & District Society about support for Water Close and a possible bench was suggested by Michael Taubenheim. LH to contact him for more details. Action LH
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The following dates were fixed for the coming year:

Tuesday 3rd September 2024

Tuesday 27th November 2024

Tuesday 25th February 2025

Tuesday 20th May 2025 Annual Meeting followed by Council Meeting.

Parish meeting TBC
