 ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
TUESDAY 20 May 2025 AT 7.30pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chair (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chair (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 25 February 2025 were approved and signed.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Nicholas Field Johnson OCC
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
EW declared an interest in item 4d) Farmer’s Dog
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
a) Water Close. 
· Volunteer days: LH invited everyone to feel free to spend an hour clearing the paths. She arranged to collect the brush cutter from TW to do further clearing. LH to contact Steve Tomlin re chippings and circulate the council when they were available for spreading. Action LH
· Hedgehog Talk: This went well. LH has made contact to set up a Bat walk but no response yet. RM reported meeting a lady from the Owl Conservation Trust who offered to do an Owl talk, with owls. RM to arrange this for September. Action RM
· Grant spending: Ideas for the remaining Wyfold Trust grant were sought. Two suggestions were made: the new collection pond and composting bins, it was felt that three of the latter were needed. RP agreed to ask her gardener for recommendations for bins. Costs need to be collected. Action RP
· Bench from Burford Society: LH to liaise and collect. Action LH
· Management Plan: Imogen has sent through a draft plan and it was agreed that a separate meeting was needed to discuss. RG to find date soon. Action RG
Imogen has photos of plants and TW is arranging a butterfly survey. The reptile survey did not fine any reptiles; it was thought to be too early and the mats are still down. However they were very impressed with site and would like to bring interested people to demonstrate what can be done. Thanks to RM for attending.

b) Flooding in Fordwells and Asthall: LH reported that she had tried to arrange a meeting with Paul Fermer OCC but despite several follow up emails had had no reply. The runoff from Leafield is the major cause of flooding in Fordwells and needs to be addressed. NFJ said that he would chase this.
A resident of Fordwells had contacted WODC about clearing ditches. Kevin Jack was asked by Lawrence King to establish the names of the relevant landowners since WODC have access to Land Registry. This will be followed up with Kevin Jack although no clearing can take place during nesting season. Action LH/RG
Everyone seems to be waiting for the S19 report before moving forward.

It was noted that the drains in Asthall need clearing regularly as they are blocked by silt from the two hills. There was also concern that grip clearing in Fordwells and Asthall did not appear on OCC schedule of work. RG to contact Chris Grain. Action RG

c) Planning in Field Assarts: After an initial problem was resolved, fencing has gone up between the Pump Depot and residents.
d) Farmer’s Dog: The existing planning application is awaiting a decision. No further applications have been made.
e) Pollution of the Windrush: Ongoing
f) Noticeboard repairs. Cork has been replaced in the Asthall noticeboard. RM reported that to use the Worsham board the key needs to be requested at JSP reception. She suggested that any council notices should be emailed to her and she would ensure they were put on the board. 
g) Highways engagement: Chris Grain to be contacted about lowering the drain in Fordwells. Action RG
h) Dog Waste bin. WODC have confirmed that the price for emptying is the same as last year. We are awaiting a quotation from Shield Group which will be circulated to councillors for decision. Action RG
i) 20mph speed limits. All in place
j) Internet banking. Ongoing. Action RG
k) Defib training. RG to arrange with South Central Ambulance for St Nicholas and ALMH. Action RG
l) Litter picking: Thanks to all for organising. It was noted that WODC were slow to collect from Fordwells and Asthall Leigh.
m) 80th Anniversary of VE Day: A successful day for ALMH
n) Rose and Terence Willoughby’s bench. In place and thank you not to Sue and family placed in Chronicle.
o) Planning breaches in Asthall. These are being followed up by enforcement and reflect the lack of understanding of planning regulations in a conservation area.
5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
6. PLANNING MATTERS
24/03090/FUL Farmer’s Dog, Asthall. OX18 4HJ. Retention of works to formalise staff carpark and additional customer parking. Awaiting decision
25/00937/HHD Cotsmead, Asthall Leigh OX29 9PX. Addition of front dormer window and proposed gable end and roof above existing garage. Under Consideration
Much of this is within permitted development. No comments
25/001181/HHD Hill Crest, Field Assarts. Replacement of existing garage and outbuildings with two garages and gate to existing drive.

TW was asked to seek opinion in Field Assarts and report back. Action TW
7. HIGHWAYS
See earlier comments under Highways engagement and matters arising.
8. FINANCE
a) The following payments were approved:

  
Parish Council Websites

£170.00
approved by email 17/3/25

Lloyds Bank



£7.17


Lloyds Bank



£4.25


Zurich Insurance


£214
It was agreed that RG would pay Zurich electronically, since the renewal date is soon, and reclaim the money.

b) The Annual Return of Accounts 2024-2025. 
i) The submission of the Certificate of Exemption was approved and signed.
ii) The Annual Internal Audit Report was noted and the comments of the internal auditor discussed:

· The process for reviewing Standing Orders was started using the NALC model policy 2025. 

· The Asset register was reviewed as part of the return of accounts process. 

· The Vat return will be made from the end of May
· The review of the Risk Assessment will be done at the meeting in September together with a review of the effectiveness of the Internal Audit

· It was agreed that funding for Water Close should be provided separately in the accounts. 

iii) The Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed
iv) The certified accounts, bank reconciliation, variance analysis, expenses over £100 and the Asset Register were presented and approved. The Accounting Statements were then approved and signed.
v) To consider the Risk assessment for the Council. This was deferred to the September meeting for a fuller discussion.

c) Forecast and Budget to date for 2025-26. The first precept payment has been received. 
d) It was agreed to review of Financial Regulations in line with NALC advice along with the review of Standing Orders.

9. LOCAL MATTERS. This item was taken before Item 8
a. Buttermilk Lane: James Wright (OCC) provided samples of possible signage which could be used to try to slow traffic. The signs would have to be funded by the council but OCC would facilitate putting them up. TW took the images to seek the opinion of residents and will report back. RG will then seek a quotation.  Action TW/RG
b. Trees fouling overhead power lines. It was agreed that any instances of concern should be reported to SSE. 
c. It was agreed to ask Martin Hawkins to circulate the notice of the Gun Club anniversary celebrations to his contact list. Action RG
10. THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Darryn Moulding investigated the dog reported to be loose at Langley. We were told by residents that it had also bitten a local walker. There is no Malinois dog at Langley but a Security firm which was briefly employed in the area did have such a dog which apparently escaped for a while. They are no longer in the area.
11. RAF Brize Norton
Christopher Allen attended the Open Day which he found interesting. He also tried to have the contact details changed to the PC
12. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Reported at the Annual Meeting
13. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
Reported at the Annual meeting
14. INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Distributed by email
15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The exercising of the hounds was raised. Some dog walkers had found them intimidating others found them well controlled. The question of increased fouling of the roads/verges was raised but impossible to prove. It was agreed to monitor the situation.
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The meetings for the year are: 

Tuesday 2 September 2025 at 7.00pm


Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 7.00pm


Tuesday 24 February 2026 at 7.00pm

Tuesday 12 May 2026 at 7.00pm Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by





        7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

The Annual Parish meeting  will be Thursday 26 March 2026

