

ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD 
IN ASTHALL LEIGH MEMEORIAL HALL ON
 TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2023 AT 7.30pm

MINUTES

Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chairman(EW), Ruth McCalman (RM), Tanya Wiseman (TW), Rosie Pearson WODC (RP) and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)  
1) MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on 22 November 2022 were approved.
2) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD)
3) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were none
4) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Footpath Warden. Jeremy Smyth has been appointed the new Parish Footpath Warden
b) Asthall Leigh Allotments/ Treescape.  A meeting is planned for 27th February to look at planting for ALMH, clearing of the Asthall Leigh allotments and planting of hedges on the Asthall allotments. The planting of more fruit bushes in a communal area at the end of the allotments was discussed. EW said that he would try to clear the blackthorn from this area. EW asked if the Wychwood Project had been approached about rebuilding the dry stone wall. TW stated that the project provided the labour but not the materials as they were volunteers but agreed to raise it with them. Action EW,TW
c) Planning in Field Assarts. RG reported a call from a resident about the use of the concrete base from the Nissan hut. He was advised to contact Andy Coles, the owner.
d) Pollution of the Windrush. Work continues to establish the Windrush Catchment Partnership to emulate the success of the Evenlode Catchment Partnership in applying pressure to Thames Water.
e) Fordwells trough. Ongoing
f) Wychwood Grange. RP reported that a decision was expected next week.
g) Noticeboard repairs. The Asthall noticeboard is falling apart. It was agreed to obtain a quote for a full refurbishment for that noticeboard but a simple replacement of cork for Fordwells. Action RG
h) Grips and Verges. Despite phone calls and emails there has been no response from OCC. LH will follow this up. The grips up to Leafield were cleared by a Fordwells resident. Action LH
i) Dog waste bins. It was felt that £450 was a lot of money and there was a discussion about the use of signage rather than bins. There was some concern that the email may have been referring to Swinbrook parish not Asthall. RG was asked to check. Action RG
j) Defibrillator training. Very successful with about 30 people attending in total. It was agreed to make a donation of £50 to the Pint of Life Charity as included in the budget. Action RG
k) Litter Picking. The following dates were agreed: Fordwells (LH) 24/25 February
                                                                        Asthall/Worsham (RP/RM) 4 March

                                                                        Asthall Leigh (SWD) 11 March

                                                                        Field Assarts (TW) 25/26 March

l) Sewage problems at The Maytime. They were provided with three possible options and a meeting was held last week but both the manager and her superior are away, the latter until the end of the month. It is likely there will be no decision until then. It was felt that if we had no news by mid March-Environmental Health should be contacted
m) New Bank account. Now functioning and the old account needs to be closed. After discussions with the bank it was stated that a letter signed by both signatories would be sufficient. Letter signed by EW and RG. 
n) New rep for RAF Brize Norton. Communication is now via the clerk.
o) Website. RG to seek a demonstration of the possible new website before any further decisions. Action RG
p) Asthal bridge. OCC have now stated that work has been put back to 2025/6
q) Salt bin. In place

5) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none
6) PLANNING MATTERS
a) MW.0150/21 Disused Quarry, Worsham Lane Asthall Leigh. Importation, levelling and compacting of 10,470m3 of inert waste soils for the construction of 7 bunds (varying between 186m3 and 7,797m3) for use by Brize Norton Gun Club at at Old Worsham (Asthall) Quarry near Worsham. Refused
b) 23/00059/NMA Cooks Cottage Asthall. Demolition of existing ground floor toilet and bathroom. Erection of single storey rear and side extension. Replacement of all existing windows and doors, installation of three dormer windows to north and south elevations. Internal alterations and renovation throughout. Installation of a new driveway gate, raise the height of the South & East garden boundary walls. Demolition and erection of driveway garage / outbuilding (non material amendment to allow relocation of garden gateto its original/former location). Approve
c) 22/02760/CND The Bungalow, Worsham. Discharge condition 6 (Details of integrated bat roosting and nesting opportunities) and condition 9 (schedule of materials) of planning permission 22/00207/FUL. Approve
d) 22/02940/S73 Wychwood Grange, Fordwells. Removal of condition 3 of planning permission 08/1529/P/FP to allow garage to be used for living purposes. Under consideration.
e) 22/03332/HHD Tocque House, Asthall. Replace six wooden windows at front of house. Proposed replacements are to be double glazed, the replacement timber windows are on like for like basis. Refuse
The council queried the basis for refusal. The notification specified lack of photographic evidence of severe rot in all frames; only one photograph was submitted. Double glazing is also not regularly permitted in heritage property. 
f) 22/013174/S73 The Bungalow, Worsham. Variation of condition 2 of permission 22/01296/S73 to allow addition of an outdoor swimming pool. Under consideration.
g) 22/03479/HHD The Cottage, Worsham. Proposed garage and workshop. Under consideration
An environmental survey has been requested.
h) 22/03481/HHD Sunny Cottage, Fordwells. Proposed single story side, rear and front extensions and alterations. Under consideration
Owner reports that it has now been approved
7) HIGHWAYS

a) Parking in Fordwells and Asthall Leigh. In both cases the parking is on a junction which obscures visibility and in icy conditions is particularly dangerous. It was agreed to contact the local community police officer. Action RG
b) Damaged gates/speed sign in Field Assarts. Already reported to fix-my-street
8) FINANCE
a) Review budget for 2022-23. The budget and forecast was approved and bank reconciliation signed off.
b) Letter to bank to close old account. This was signed by the named signatories.
c) The following payments were approved:
1. Clerk’s Salary



£956.77 
2. HMRC




£239 (TBC by HMRC)
3. Clerk’s Expenses


£89.65
4. Cotswold Conservation Board

£50

5. Thames Valley & Chiltern

Air Ambulance Trust


£45

6. Volunteer Link-Up


£45

7. Citizens Advice



£45

8. WELMedical



£103.02 email preapproved
9. Reimburse RG (ALMH rent)

£75

9) LOCAL MATTERS
a) Parish Meeting: It was agreed to invite the new Footpath Warden, Lucy from Treescapes, the Community police officer, the Wychwood Project and possibly the Gun Club. Other suggestions to LH.
b) Coronation: It was agreed that the ALMH plans covered the parish needs for Saturday and Sunday. It was thought that Monday could be a volunteer day for clearing the Asthall Leigh allotments
10) THAMES VALLEY POLICE
Nothing to report

11) 
RAF Brize Norton

Nothing to report

12) 
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (OCC)
Nothing to report
13) 
WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (WODC)
a) Councillors were encouraged to complete the rural facilities survey.
b) There are changes being slowly implemented in planning eg new properties cannot be occupied until all infrastructure is in place.

c) The new local plan is being prepared for 2024 which adopts a more holistic approach to land need, not just housing

d) RP concerned that bus routes are changing as companies struggle to remain solvent
14) 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE
Circulated by email
15) 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None.
16)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
a) Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 25th May 2023
b) Tuesday 23 May 2023 Parish Council Meeting Preceded by the Annual Council Meeting at 7pm

