



ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF ASTHAL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT 

ASTHALL LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL
 TUESDAY 23 MAY 2023 AT 7.00pm
MINUTES
Present: Lynne Hughson Chairman (LH), Edward Walker Vice-Chairman (EW), Sue Wingfield Digby (SWD), Tanya Wiseman (TW), and Rita Gunn Clerk (RG)
1. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council on Tuesday 10 May 2022 were approved
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Ruth McCalman, Rosie Pearson and Nicholas Field Johnson
3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Lynne Hughson proposed by SWD, seconded by TW. Carried unanimously.

4. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Edward Walker proposed by LH, seconded by SWD. Carried unanimously.

5. REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS

There were none
6. CODE OF CONDUCT

Councillors were reminded to revisit the Code of Conduct issued by WODC and to keep up to date with any briefings from OALC or WODC
7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Looking back over the past year has made me realise quite how much has happened nationally and locally.

As a nation and a parish we came together to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Jubilee with celebrations at ALMH and in Asthal including joining with many people across the nations in lighting a beacon as part of the celebrations.  In September we came together again to mark the passing of Her Majesty and to remember her life of service. Earlier this month the parish was able to celebrate the King’s Coronation weekend at the ALMH. I would like to thank everyone who helped to mark these three important events in our life as a community.

Although there was no change in our OCC representative last year in May we welcomed our new WODC representative Rosie Pearson, who has already been working hard for the parish. I would like to thank both councillors for their hard work and support throughout the year.

Last May we were still very concerned regarding the application by Mr Armstrong to take large quantities of soil through our villages to the Gun Club. Thankfully in February the application was refused. I would like to thank the Gun Club for refusing to accept the soil and all those who joined with the PC in writing letters of objection to ensure that this application was refused.

New planning issues have now arisen in Field Assarts. The Parish Council remains committed to liaise between residents and the new owner to obtain the best outcome for all concerned. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tanya for taking the lead in this matter.

We have been working with RP and WODC Environmental Health relating to the sewage problems at the Maytime.

This year, as in previous years, we have continued to write to our MP in support of the work undertaken by WASP to highlight the woefully slow and inadequate response by Government to the sewage crisis. We are very thankful for all the work WASP has carried out and continues to do to draw attention to the  pollution caused by Thames Water.

As in previous years, we have carried out litter picks in each village. We are grateful to those parishioners who regularly pick up litter on their walks but it is good to have a blitz once a year too.

We worked with the charity, Pint of Life, again this year to hold two defibrillator training sessions in Asthall and Asthall Leigh. Although, thankfully, the defibrillators are not often used they have been used and it is important especially in our rural location that people are aware of how easy they are to operate.

We have been in contact with OCC to try to get a commitment to clear grips in the parish, to take action regarding the large amount of run off from Leafield which could overwhelm the detention pond in Fordwells and to take action at the Worsham Turn where OCC road repairs have obstructed a ditch causing flooding during heavy rain. We have yet to receive a reply. Looking to the future we welcome steps WODC have taken to develop flooding plans and we look forward to working with them in the coming year.

We have been very fortunate to have been working with the Oxfordshire Treescapes Project this year. They have been very helpful in identifying opportunities for tree and hedge planting to help improve biodiversity within our parish. They have given us a parish map which notes and celebrates our existing natural assets and nature recovery work already in place and which has helped us to look at areas for further development.

Although the past year has had its challenges it has been rewarding to work with fellow councillors who have given of their time so generously. Finally I would like to thank Rita for all her work. As Parish Clerk Rita keeps us abreast of the legal and financial framework within which we must work as well as dealing with all the day to day paperwork, agendas, minutes and a multitude of things without which we would not be able to carry out our work as a Parish Council.

8. OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT

It is appropriate to review the year and OCC’s performance. Some readers believe that I am critical of the current administration, and I am, as we are in opposition, and will point out the mistakes the current Administration continues to make. The biggest error was the cancellation of the HGV ban in Burford and the continual focus on Oxford City with its controversial polices on bus gates, LTNs and using traffic filters to divide the City into six “15 minute” zones as well as highly ambitious aims relating to climate change. I will not even linger on the wasted Council time on discussing the issue of serving vegan food at Council events. There is little focus on our rural communities which is very frustrating.

REVIEW OF HGVs IN OXFORDSHIRE
We continue to campaign for a lasting HGV ban for Burford and OCC has agreed to review HGVs routes throughout Oxfordshire, but this continues at a slow pace. This is extremely hard to tolerate given all the work that has gone into the Burford HGV campaign.

OCC WORKING TO RETAIN BUS SERVICES IN THE CITY OF OXFORD

Following Oxford Bus Company’s announcement of the withdrawal of bus services to parts of the city, recognising that this will adversely affect many local residents, OCC has launched a tender process for replacement services Earlier in the year, the council set aside up to £2.5 million over the next two years to protect previously commercial services at risk of withdrawal as a result of lower passenger numbers and spiralling bus industry costs. The news has been received with anger by rural communities (such as in Brize Norton) with failing bus services who question why they don’t get the same level of treatment.

COSTS OF LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOODS (LTNs) IN OXFORD SOAR

OCC has acknowledged spending £73,000 repairing vandalised plastic bollards used in Low Traffic Neighbourhood schemes in East Oxford. The total may have risen since that figure was released. Steel bollards are now to be installed at a cost of £100,000 after the "unprecedented levels of vandalism". It has to be questioned the vast sums of money being poured into this divisive scheme that might benefit a small number of residents in Oxford, while rural residents are complaining that budgets for mundane matters such as drain repair are inadequate.

OCC BUDGET

The OCC Budget process is now completed and the administration has imposed a 5% increase in Council Tax on residents. 

The unexpectedly generous Local Government Funding Settlement left OCC with £9m more than anticipated at the time the draft Budget was drawn up. This presented the administration with an opportunity to cut the proposed Council Tax increase from 5% to 4% which they failed to take. The administration is continuing with pet projects which are indulgent at a time when household budgets are under pressure. 

PLANS TO SPLIT OXFORD INTO FOUR SECTORS WIDELY ATTACKED
As previously reported, OCC plans to spend £6.5m on traffic filters that will split Oxford into four sectors: North, South, West and East. When the traffic filters are operating, for cars without a permit, movement within each sector is unrestricted, but direct movement between sectors is not possible and requires use of the ring road. Affected motorists will face much longer journey times and distances. The intention is to force a change in behaviour. Grave concerns have been expressed about these sectors proposal and the traffic chaos that my well ensue.
RIVER POLLUTION
Thames Water continues to dump raw sewage into our rivers and continues to pay its shareholders (mainly overseas shareholders) large dividends rather than upgrading and re-investing in the business and water infrastructure.
In the first half of the financial year Thames Water declared a profit of almost half a billion pounds - money that could and should be spent on not polluting our rivers and not paying large dividends and bonuses. These funds need to be re-invested in improving the water quality of our rivers and upgrading their infrastructure.  

If the Water companies continue to fail to make these capital investments, then serious consideration should be given to bring the water industry back under public control.
9. WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT

Local elections: one more Green, one more Labour, 3 more LibDems 

Following local elections, the West Oxfordshire Alliance will continue to work together on the priorities we have identified. 
These priorities are: 

· Urgently addressing the twin challenges of the climate emergency and nature restoration
· Actively engaging with residents, voluntary organisations and local businesses as partners in addressing these challenges alongside other economic and social challenges. 
· Updating our local plan to prioritise smaller developments including higher levels of affordable housing, and to enable the transition to a greener economy. 
Timing on local plan: 

We have a current local plan which is still valid up to 2031. 

On the new local plan, there has been one phase of consultation, which some of you attended or participated in online. That was for broad priorities. There will be 2 more phases of consultation, each more detailed than the previous. In June/July, residents and parishes will be consulted about concepts including spatial strategy – whether development should be concentrated or dispersed. And there will be a call for sites which, in a break with tradition, will invite landowners to put forward sites for green spaces, nature recovery and food growing as well as opportunites for renewable energy. Then, there will be a consultation on specific policies in November. A draft will be published in June 2024, more consultation, submitted for inspection Nov 2024, adopted 2nd half of 2025. 

But we are doing everything we can within the current local plan. 

Some examples of current work: 

1) Following meeting with parish and town councillors in March, WODC is setting up a platform for engagement and communication between different local groups to enable nature recovery, retrofit of old houses and other measures.  This forum should be ready this summer. 

2) Officers recently sent back a development plan in Brize Norton because there were not enough swift bricks (3 in 99 houses – developers were told there must be one in each house on the outside layer.) 

3) On sewerage infrastructure, we are insisting on a comment from Thames Water on every major planning application, although this is not a statutory obligation. Most often, they are saying that they do not have the capacity, and the planning committee  are quite often putting in conditions that homes should not be occupied until sewerage upgraded. Personally I’m not too confident about the enforcement of this, but it is a start. 

Some other issues: 

Botley West solar farm – the council has to remain neutral at this stage, because our most valuable role is as a consultee to the Environmental Impact Assessment phase, which has not yet begun. Due to public concern, there are hopes the developers will reduce the scale in some areas and that we can insist on environmental and social benefits. Some concern about the financial backers is expressed in the current Private Eye. 

Salt Cross (new development north of Eynsham): WODC insisted on net zero; planning inspector over-ruled this; planning inspector is now being legally challenged. (It is not the council bringing the case; it is being brought by a legal charity, with WODC as key witness.) 

Community grants: These are going to use the Spacehive platform, which means that small grants from WODC can be matched with community crowdfunding. This will be launched this summer. 

Market towns consultation: 

Please participate here: https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/spf

Fly-tipping & litter: we have a new dedicated fly-tipping officer and rates of investigation and fines have gone up dramatically (I can supply figures). So it really is worth reporting it. DO NOT take matters into your own hands, as fly-tips will be investigated. There are also plans for signs and cameras, and the online interactive map is going to be improved. I’ve also been talking about signs after litter-picking – eg “litter pickers have been here – don’t make us do it again!” There is some evidence that this approach – appealing to people’s better natures – does work. I’d like to hear your thoughts. 

Food & farming
I am now on the Food Action working group, set up by Good Food Oxfordshire to reduce waste, improve access to nutritious food, shorten supply chains, get good local food into schools etc. There will be an attempt to help all the players to connect – small businesses, schools, allotment holders. 

Allotments – there is a mismatch: waiting lists of up to 200 in Witney & Carterton, and empty allotments in rural villages.  

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was none
11. LOCAL CHARITIES REPORT

There have been no applications for grants this year. The charity ‘Relief in Need’ has limited funds but could provide funds for hospital transport for example. Councillors were asked to be alert to any residents who might benefit.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was none.
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 21st May 2024

